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THE HONOVRABLE 
Knight, S* Edward Sackuyle, a 
worthy member of the COMMONS 
Houſe of PaRLiamenNnrT. 


Honourabte Sir ; 


YI Mongſt the many honourable; 
motions and worthy intentions | 
of the preſent Parliament, you 
did great honour to your {elues | 
in hearing the cries of ſo many | 
hundred poore priſoners, whole 
bloud , and the' bloud of their | 
Children, cries I feare,tor iudge- | 
| ment mercileile, againſt choſe mercileſle Creditors , that | 
| value not the precous life of a man, atthe rate of an Oxe| 
| or a Horſe : But for farre leller ſummes,doe keepe many 
able and actue men in Priſon, till they either dye, or be.) 
| come vnable to ſerue the Common-wealth, Heauie and] 
| bitter are the lamentations cries, and complaints,that are | 
| daily brought to vs, the Preachers of this Cittic, by the 
| poOre wiues and Children of thole diltretled priſoners, of | 
| whom ſome licin priſon for a bloye giuing, tome for a 
| A 2 v ord | 
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word ſpeaking, ſome for a quarters rent, ſome for a ſmall | 
remainder of an olde debt, {ome for a debt paid already, 
but the Bond could never be got out of the Vſurers hand, 
ſome for a juſt debt, but ſome ſmall matter; ſome for no 
debt of their owne, but onely other mens, and that for 
which they would be content to ſtrippe themſclues of all 
they haue, ſo they might but enioy their life and liber-| 
ties. But what ſay mayy of theſe greedy cormorants, It 
ſhall coſt me more then my debt, but Þwill haue him ; I 
care not ſo much for my money, as that I may haue my 
will of the villaine : Now I haue him, he ſhall lyeby it, [ 
will haue his 8kin, I will make Dice of his bones ? Such | 
ynmercifulland vnmanly words are vttcred by: theſe cru- 
ell-hearted men. We brag that wee haue no Gallics, nor 
Gally-flaues: Ifit be a glory to our Nation, then woe to 
them that make many a poore man Lue ſo in priſon, as 
they had rather be a " ink in the Gallics, Wee boalt wee 
hauc no Woluezin England; but if it be a bleſſing, then | 
pittie is it wee haue ch wolujſh and wicked natured 
men, that like hungry Wolucs deuoure their poore neigh- 
bours;T hey ſay,thatrauenous creature will dare to fet vp- 
on a man, if he be alone, and will howle and yell to call 
| Progether his fellowes, that they may cate him amongſt 
them. So, if a decayed Gentleman come within their 
clutches, orthe honett Marchant (whoſe cſtate is loſt by 
Sea) fall within their danger, forth-with one of them 
giues notice to another, like Wolues, one howling for 
another, preſently they all fall vpon him, and ſtrive who 
ſhall frtt have his heart out, like ſo many Rauens, Vul- 
tures, Kytes, or Cormorants, that eate yp among{t them 
and teare in pieces the (illy dying horſe, which happily a 
little before carricd the King, | 

_ You cannot better commend your ſcjues to the pre-| 
{ent, and your memrics to future ages*: you cannot a- 
mong(t temporall thiftys more aduance the honour of' 
| F the, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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the Engliſh Parliament, then by takQy away one of che 
|foule {taines of this our Natien,euen by taking ſome wilc 
! and godly order for the relealing of the poore priſoners 
of this kinde. It is faid by the wiſe, ad I feare it is too true 
an obſcruation, that all Zzrpe hanzs not vp ſo many 
proper men, nor keepes in bondage ſomany men fittor 
| 1mployment, for yniult or {ina!l debrs, as Exgkd doth. 
| Deepe, and foule,and large, aretheſe (taines, they be dyed 
in graine, nay alas, in the bloud of many thoufands. Oh 

; happy; and to be honoured for cuer, they that haue s//, 
and wi, and power together, to wipe oft theſe ynworthy 
{taines from off the face of our State! Some rich ones 
haue the, but want, they know well enough how 
this might be helped, but for certaine carnall and worldly 
reſpe&s they would not haue it ſo. Some good honelt 
men haue the wi# to reforme this, but want the 5k! 3 they 
know not how it may be done. Somelearned, wile, and 
godly men, haue both (i and wi, but being priuace 
perſons, they want power. You of this high and thrice- 
Honorably allembly of the Parliament, being ſo many 
godly men,cannot want ww; being fo mary learned and 
wiſe, cannot want the «&//; being_the Councell of the 
Kingdome, and having ecfpccially ſo wiſe and mercifull a 
King to ſecond you,you cannot wantpower; nay,the high 
and Soueraigne poweris in your hands. Put to therefore 
your powerfull hands, for the furthering and ctteting of 
this worthy worke of God, and the Comfnon-wealth, for 
ſauing the lives of ſome hundreds, and redeeining the li- 
berties of ſome thouſands. How to faue the liues of fo 
many executed yearely in this Land, and yet to redreile 
the cuills,I will not enter,nor venter co ſet downeto them 
that know better then my felfe z and now I hope haue 
taken that conſ1deration to neart afore this day ; at leaſt I 
will reſerue it for another,and happily a more ſeaſonable 
time. That which tne preſent Subicct puts vs principally 
be 11 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
in minde of, is the helping of thoſe many poore priſo- 
ners,that conſume their belt yeares in priſon,for Debts ei-} 
ther of an vagodly nature, or of a trifling quantity -z for 
ſuch are they onely that here are ſpoken for, orelſe ſuch 
as being of moment, and tut alſo, and yet roo cruelly 
\{onght for. | . 

| I confetle there are an euill generation of ſuch as care 
not to get mens goods into their hands, and then take 
priſonzas a Santuary, and can pay well enough, but will 
not z, and others worſe then they, that wilfully breake 
when they need not,or take mens monyes or goods,when 
they haue a purpoſe to breake, and conſequently a pur- 
| poſe not to pay : Theſe, two ſorts of people are plaine 


| theeues,and many letſer before God goe to Tyburne every 
'yeare : Euen with the ſame breath, I begge mercic for 


| the former, I crauc iuſtice and reuenge vpon thoſe, as be-] . 


'ingone of the worlt kinde of Caterpillers, thar cate out 
| the life of this Citties Common-wealth : Draw the ſword 
| of Iuſtice againſt thoſe, and ſpare notz let them be known 
and vicd like great theeues, and robbers, as rey are, and 
| much worſe then many by the high-way : But pittie and. 
relicue thoſe poore men,whom Gods hand, by fire or wa- 
ter, or the incuitable misfortunes of Sea and land, haue 
made poorc, luch as would gladly pay it it they had it,and| 
are well content to pay all they haue, or can make, nay,' 
| would be glad to worke,and yeeld the benehit of their 1a- 
| bours to tacir Creditors. That ſuch honelt poore men, | 
and {one poore Gentlemen, ſhould notin theſe caſes bee 


- Irelieved, and eitner fet at hbertie, and put into imploy-| 


| ment (paying all they can preſently, and more as they | 
| may hereafter) oreltethote made to maintaine them that 
| keepe them in priſon , let others confider how it (tands! 
| with ciuillpollicieand good zouernment ; I am lure itis' 
 farre ftroin therules of Chriſtianitic, and (I take it) worſe | 
'then the cullome and pracile of other Nations. | 
| You; 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

A VEDIC PP 
4 You of this noble Parliament, that haue Power in your | 
hands,Mercy in your hearts,Experience before your cies! 
and the cries of the oppretled in your eares euery days | 
helpe forward this bletied worke: It they ſhall be ſo high- 
ly rewarded at thela(t day,that vilite poore priſoners,how 
glorious ſhall thoſe bee that mooue a meanes to redeeme 
; them? If this Treatite may (lirre vp your zealous and no- 


» 


' ons hereunto, I ſhall holdit a happic houre when I found 


good man that wrote it, 

You,nobleS;r,haue had a noble name for ſtandingvp, 
and opening your mouth in good cauſes and charitable 
motions, at Sefſions in Parliament, and other publique 
meetings z Goe forward in the name, and with the ble\- 
{ing of the God of mercie ; Adde this to the manifolde 
honogrs God hath already layd on you, and to the loue 
that thduſands bearc you : Thus ſhall you purchaſe the 
prayers and praiſes of many hundred poore men, their 
wiues and children,and hereby fhall you gaine one poore 
friend morc, and cuer binde me to remaine 
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Tony Seruant in Chriſt, 
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ble hearre, or {et the leaſt edge vpon your godly affeRi-| 


it among(t the writings. of that deceaſed Deuine, that | 


W. CR aASHAVVE.| 


Res BLANC + 4  & Aid - S._—_— 


_ —  —— yy 


"i p 


tt——s. ths —_A——_———— 
-— 


"1 
= 
DN NIN 
ET I ET [ * 


2 KIiNGs 4. 1,2, 3:4, 5, 6, 7 
” Nd one of the Wines of the [owner of the Prophets | 
Wy cried nts Flizna j ſaymg :T by ſernant( mine | 
A\\ Huband )is dead, and thou knoweſt , that thy | 

ſernent did fears the Lord : and the { reditor 
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% core to tabe my two ſonnes tobe #11 Bond mew, 
| 2 Then Elizha ſaid unts ber, What ſhall I dee for thee ? 
Tell me what haſt thou at hows © «And fee (01d, Thine Hand. 
a4:d bath nothing at home, ſane a Pitcher of Oyle, 

3 +Avd he ſaid, Goe and berrow thee veſſels abroad of all | 

thy neignbours emptie veſſels, and ſpare nor, 

| 4 iAndwhenthon art come wn , thew fralt put the deore | 
open thee, and thy ſounes , and power out into all thoſe Veſ- 
ſelr, aud ſer aſide thoſe that arefuli, * 

5 So fhe departed from huw, and fputthe doore vpou ber, 
aud ypen her ſons and they brought to her,and fhe powred ont, 
| 6 efnd whenthe Veſſels were full ſhe (aid unto ber ſoxne, 
bring me yetaVefel ; end he [aid unts her, thera « no more 
Veſſels: and the Ole ceaſed, | , 

7 Then ſve came and told the man of God, and hee ſaid, 
Goe and ſell the Ojlr,and pay them that thou art indebred wn- | 
'#; Live thou and thy childrew with the refs, | 


== 1 E Argument of this Hiſtory is... 
yall this, Debts muſt be pard, The circum-! 
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her two ſonnes, the Prophet, and the Creditour : 
The meanes, by the miraculous worke of God in 
the miniitery of &£/7z/4, our of the velilell of Oye: 
ſhe iſſue of the meanes , ewo-told : Firſt, the Oyle 
{is increaſed. Secondly, the Debt is paide. The 
' manner. of handling this is by Bill and Anſwver,the | 
- complaint of the Widdow , and the anſwer of the | 
| Prophet, k | 
In thecircumſtances,the frft concerning the wid- 
dow,are to be examined as they are laid downe in 
the firſt Verſe, and they are motives of compaſſi- 
' on, whereby [he drawes'the Prophet to tender her 
| indebted eftate : Theſe motiues ariſe, firft,from her 
 ſelfe, and her two fonnes : ſecondly,from the con- 
' dition and credit of her husbang : thirdly , from 
' the Creditour,in demanding of his debt by the ex- 
'tremity of Law then to be executed vpon thoſe 
who were no way able to pay, that is , in requi- 
| ring her two ſonnes to be his Bond-men. 
| Fhe firft motiue in thele words , And ene of the 
| wines of the ſonnes of the Prophets, wherein ſhe |ayes 
; downe her ſeite tobe a ſole-woman,or widdow ; a 
| good motiue of cempatbon, as in the Law of «| 
| ſes and throughout the whole Booke of God is to 
| be ſeene. Te ſball not irouble any Widdow, ner father- 
| leſſe Childe : If thou exe and irecuble ſuch , and ſo hee 
| ſhall call and cry onto wee , 1 will ſurely heare hb cry, 
then ſhall my wrath be kindled, and 1 will kill youwnh 
1 the ſwor d, and your Wines ſball be Widdewes and your 
Chulares fatherlefſe. The other part of this motiue 
concerning her two ſonnes, in theſe words : 4nd | 
the 
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| with moſt hard and grieuons labors. A very trong 
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the Creditour is come to take my two Sonnes to be his | 
Bond-men ; A. wondertull motive to enforce,trom 
the naturaineſle of a mother; wherein ſhe tirit com- 
plaines that (hee was to be depriued of her ſpeciall 
ioyes and comforts in her widdowhood,viz.of her 
ewo fonnes, who wereto her as the Images of her 
Huſband, by whom allo ſhe tound perhaps ſome 
meanes ot helpe for their mutuall relicte, as (mall 
helpes trom children to the tathers and mothers | 
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nat onely be depriued of them, but they ({hould al- 
lo be taken as Bond-ſlaues, their bones and tender 
bodies day and night to be worne and tyred out 


argument to breake a ſtony heart that otherwiſe 
would not be mooued. | 
Another mote from the condition and credit 
of ker Huſband; firſt, a Prophets ſonne. Prophets 
ſe]dome haue meanes to leave their wiues and chil- 
dren rich : Secondly, a man alſo that feared God, 
(and theretore ſei\dome without the crofſe,)where- 
by ſhe bindes the Prophet the more ftrong]y to her 
ſuite. Good w ts bee done indeede to all , but ſpecially 
(faith the Apoſtle Paw) ts the howfhold of faith. 
Another motiue from the perſon of the Credi- 
tour, who came to take her two ſonnes to be his 
bond-men, whoſe ſeueritie (or extremitie rather, 
becauſe either ſo hee muſt doe or looſe all) is not 
ſo much tobe cenſured, as {hee was to be pittied 
who was no otherwiſe able to diſcharge the debt 


but by the loſle of theſe her two ſonnes. 
" WW: Now | 
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ſceme great : Belides ſhecomplainsthar ſhe ſhould | 
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Gen, 41-14- 


Dan.z,1, 16, 


Gen,zo.?7. 


| wike, becauſe {faich God) he 13 a Prophet, and hee 


A ſourraizne Ole, | 
Now that I may lay downe ſome Leſſons as they | 
ariſe out of the Text : The fir(t general Leflon | 
fromche \Widdow to all forts of people oppreſſed | 
is this, That in any wiſe they taile nor in their miſe- | 
ries and comfortieſſe eftares to vſe all good helpes | 
and meanes, both for their comfort,and the curing | 
of their decaies. In this the manifold examples in | 
the Scriptureare Prelidentsfor our inſtruAtion,ac- | 
cording to proportion'in the like, euen from the | 
oreateſt perſons 40 the lealt,and {o reiatively of all 
to all, as each Rtands in need of other. Pharavh and 
Nabuchadntzzar are not reproved tor ſeeking the 
one to Joſeph, che other to Dayrel , for the perſwa- | 
ding of thernſelues in their fearefull and trouble- 
ſome dreames, by the interpretation of them : Yea, 
how often was Pharaoh inforced to vie and call for 
the miniltry of Moſes, in praying to God for him, | 
and his people, to deliver chem from the plagues 
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by adreame infor meth Able, King of Gerar,to 
deale well with Abraham. as concerning Sarah his 


| {hall pray for thee that thou maieftline. How ne- | 

ceſiary meanes the Prophets are berweene Gog 
and his people, the very wicked are driven to con» 
teſlz and againſt their wils to ſecke to them : As 1e« 
robeam. ſtretching out his hand to lay hold vpon 
the Prophet that had denounced 'Gods iudge- 
ments againit him,and his ido{atrous Altars; that 
perſecuting hand of his, that ſtretched out it ſelte, 
being dried vp, he was inforced to intreat the Pro- 
pher 
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thar iuſtly befell chem. In the 20. of Gemeſts, God | 
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| pherco Dr ray. for him as it is ſa id, 1beſece. 5 gee, ſairh | 1. Kings 13.6. 


; he, pray wnzo the Lord thy 50d , a make mierceſSron 
for me, that mine hand may ve reffored uno me. Like | 
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| wiſe in the New Teſtament,che Leper came to Je- Mich, 8.1: 


i ſas for himſelte, the Centwiion tor his ſeru 
| Canaanitith woman torher daughter: Likewiſe to | 
the Diictples of Chriſt came the Creepte , even to 
Peter and 19h# to receiue an almes. 
| But ſome perhaps may chinke this leffon as 
| Iefſe, becauſe euery one 15 torward enough to pro-' 
mote his owne cauſe, and to fceke inelpe tor tim- 
ſeife. Whereunto 1 anſiver an rn becauſe. 
what itrthe pride we have of ovr [eiucs, as thinking. 
that God doch ouermuch wrong rare when he doth 
any way take vs downe ſh; tor on the other l1de, 
by an ouerweening of our too great abaſement,vn-; | 
der our atflictions rhrough the corruption of our | 
diltrufttul! hearts, wee, 1n the dayes of our peace,' 
wealth, and weifare, not nhauing once ſought tor a- 
ny meanes to ſuccour vs in our aduerſities , as if it 
{hould alwaies goe well with vs, doe many times. 
both ſhrinke & finke in the neceſſary ſuits for our ' 
 reliefe, eſpecially in the changes of our eſtates from 
\Tiches to poverty. To omit chem who in the marters 
of flelhly & inordinate loue,becaulethey cannot at- 
| taine to their burning and luſtful] deſires, neuer V- 
ling any good, lawful , holy, and commaunded 
, meanes, doe molt Heathen like, as people with- 
| out God, as by faithlefſe deſpaire, deſperate'y vn-: 
' ewiſt cheir threede of this life: To omit a'l them, 
who, becauſe they cannot bee liked, favoured, 
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and counſels,arc ready with Achitophel to cut theme 
ſelues off trom the worid, as we reade of him, &c, | 
Now when Achitophel. /aw that hu counſel was not 
followed, he ſadled bis Aſje, and aroſe and went home 
wnto hu City,and put his houſheld in order, and hanged 
himſelfe , and dyed. Such are the dangers that will 
fearetuily betall them, who in not acquainting 
themſelves with God in his holy Word, doe faile in | 
depending vpon him, according to the ordinary, 
|meanes preſcribed by himſelte, and to be vied by 
all his people, in and vnder the burthen of their 
griefes and calamities : The not viing whereot,cau- 
{les one milery to follow another,tothe increale nor 
{ onely of miferies here, but to the procuring moſt 
commonly of endleſfe miſcries of foule and body 
after this life for euer. 
Indeede many are the difcouragements that Rep 
in betwixt vs and our affl;tions, as firſt the bale 
| eonceir that weare bronght into of our ſelues, as if 
| wee were the lefle in Gods tauour, becauſe of our | 
{ preſent puniſhments, which(we being of Gods cho- 
{ ſen in Chriſt) is but a conceit of ours, ariling from 
the frailty of our faith, without any iſt ground of, 
the word of truth. Secondly, theflacknefle, (nay, 
ehe feare of the ſlackneſle) and delay of jnflice by 
{ our ſuperiours;for we complaine many times with- 
out a cauſe. Thirdiy, the vamercifulneſle of the 
time. Fourthly,thediſdaine of our neighbours,bre-| 
thren, and friends. Fiftly,the readinefſe of the wice | 
jour cormorants , that ſtil] ſecke to prey vpon our 
milerics, (they be of many ſorts) iudge who they 
ant M4 
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be, who neuer giue over ſo long as there be any 
thing for them co prey vpon. Sixty, thehbard ac- 
count that the World maketh of vs in their (ini- 
itcriy iudging vs to be ſo much the more wicked, 


by how much tac more the Lord doth humble vs: 
Ali theſe to vndergoe, being ſore & grievous temp- | 
cations, is not in our owne power,withour the jaws! 
tull and timely vie of the Miniſters of God, or of | 
che Magiſtrates, or of both , whom reſpectively | 
vied, and in their due ſeaſons, God hath ſantified 
for the comforts of our foules,as alſo ot vur bodies 
during this life. | 1 
Another danger may betali vs, a fore-runner of. 
theſe extreames before mentioned, which is a cots | 
tempt of Gods holy Commandement, the very; 
path- way to Anabapriſme, an herefie wherein the 
| mot neceflary vicot the Chriſtian Magittrate is de- 
nied, whoſe vic and ed God, by Moſes,ſets downe 


be for Oxen, for Aﬀe, for Sheepe, for rayment, or 
for any manner of loft thing which another chal- 
lengeth to be his,the cauſe of both parties ſhal come 
before the Indges, and whom the Indges con- 
demne, (for every one may not be his owne [udge) 


wife the Apoſtle Paul ſers downe the cauſe why tri- 


the ſam thing: that 15,as in the tourth ver ſe he ſaith, 
He « the Miniſter of God for thy wealth. To conciude 


I this point, doubtlefſe as we cannot continue long 
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ro his people, in all manner of treſpaſle, (whither it | 


hee fball pay the dowble onto his Neighbour. Likes |Exod.32, g. 


bute is to them paid : For this cauſe ye 4lſs pay iris [xg 12. 4. 
| -wte,for they are Gods Miniſters applying themſelues for 5. verſcs. 
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| ig our bodies in this lite without toode,or ſuch like; 
| no more can we (confidering the gilordered courle 
of our wrangling and contentious difpolitions be, 
| or hold our long without che Magittrace, or the 
| Miniſter. 
| 7 |. Theviethen that we muſt makeof this dodtrine, 
is firſt ro makeriall of our ſelues, (by calling our | 
; former wayes to remembrance, efpecia.ly how it il 
bach tared with vstn our ſundry afl-tions) whe- 
ther we have fainted at any time vnder the burden : 
| For as Salowon (aith; 1f thou be faint in the day of ad- 
wer ſity, thy flrength « ſmall : or whether wee ever 
| found comfort in the Crofſe, and thereatter to pro- 
ceede with our ſelues by humble and hearty prayer | 
| vnto God to arme vs with patience, and to teach 
| vs the beſt wayes vnder our troubles, and to leade 
> |vs on chearcfully to vie them, whereby we may not 
onely be comforted,bur alfo (if God lee 1t good for 
vs) be reſtored. Herein alſo wee muſt proceede| 
; with continuance, waiting the happy iſſue ot them, 
(yea,and that vntiil che Lord haue mercy vpon vs) 
whereunto let the widdow that importuncd the 
, Vnivſt Iudge, and yer (though long firſt)in the end 
' prevailed ; ftirre vs vp to ſteady proceeding on in 
our ſuites, which Jadge though hee neither feared 
, God, nor reuerenced man, yet becauſe this widdow 
faich he, erouMiew m2, 1 will dee her right, left atthe 
laſt [22 come and make me weary: And fo much the 
; More to hearren vs 01, Jet vs not forget in our 
prayers our Mapiftrates, then eſpecially when any 
; - {of our iviicauſcsare vpon trialls to the which =] 
| | pole' 


— 
HE TEC ee ee 


-f 


Prou, 14.10, 


TT—— 


— 
—  — ——_— 


— rw in O——_ ae — NT —— 
. 


fo reflore Debtors. 


- 


thy indgements ts the King, O God, and thy righteouſ- 
weſſe ts the Kings Sonne: Then ſpall hee indge the 
people in righteouſneſſe, and the poore with equitie. 


till co relie vpon him in the bleſſing of the meanes 
to vs. Laſt of all, let vs looke backe to Gods for- 
mer care ouer vs, and from an experimentall tee- 
ling of that his goodnefle, let vs quicken vp our 
dull and heauy ſoules, faying confidently, as from 
the afſurayceof faith, with Dawid; Though my Father 
and Mother forſake me, yet the Lord will gather me wp. 
And with the Apoſtle Paul, to teſtifie of God in 
this ſort : ho bath delivered ws from ſd great a death, 
doth deliuer ts, and in whom we truſt that he will dcli- 
wer vs. Apaine, God « faithfull, which will not ſuffer 
you to be tempted aboue that you be able , but will even 


care it, 

Now let vs proceede to ſome particular obſer- 
uations further, to be drawne out of the words 
of her Petition : Thy ſeruant mine Husband i dead, 
and thou knoweft thy ſerwant did feare the Lord, and 


that her Husband left her indebred , and not that 
ſhee fell into debt after, becauſerhe words are inſe-: 
parably conioyned, as alſo from thecuſtome of cre- 
ditors, who immediately vpon the death of their 
debtors doe ſeeke into their eſtates,and with all ex- 
pedition call home their owne, But thething to be 


pole the Plalmiſt direeth vs in theſe words; Give 


This is the way to keepe our faith vpright in God, | 


giue the iſſue with the tentation, that you may be able to | 


the Creditor «come, vc. It is as cleare as the Sunne | 


Pſal.72.1.2, 


Pſa), 27, 12: 


2 Cor,;r,10, 


x Cor,r0.13. 
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obſerued vpon this place,in the mention making of 
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her Husband to feare God, and therein appealing 
co the teſtimony of the Prophet himlcite,ts this,thar 
againſt the practiſe of moſt women {hee torgecs her | 
 pouerty, EY mightily againſt the male-con- 
' tentednefle of her eſtate, or rather the bard eſtate 

| her Husband left her in, and with rhe comfortable 
remembrance of her Husbands piety, and feare of 
| _ , lhee doth as it were teede and ſatisfic her | | 
 (elfe. £ / 
The lefſon that is taught women aboue Sthers 
 inthis place, is, thac in their chatte and lancere loue 
| they ought(inaſmuch as in them lieth)ro couer the 
treſpaſles of their Husbands, eſpecially hey failing 
| bur in matters of worldly wants, or in ſuch like, 
; waereof God depriues them for ſome thing beſt 
| knowne to himſeife. Doubtletle, worldly encom- 
| brances doe breede much diſcontentedneſle be- 
| tweene Husband and Wife, where Gods teare ouer- 
rules not in each,” to which purpoſe, the Apoltle|. 
Paul [peaketh as by way of compariſon berweene 
the marryed eſtate and finple life; The marryed man 
(faich he) careth for the things of the World, and bow 
be may pleaſe his wife;whichin the things more indit- 
ferent of this life to doe, is no diſparagement to the 
| Husband ar all, being done in knowledge : accor-, 
| ding alſo towhich the Wife isto walke, yea,ſo farre 
2s behouecth her place, and that for the nouriſhing 
of houſhold peace, yea,as a teacher of honeſt things; | 
which leſſon howlſoeuer it concerne;, ſpecially the 
elder women, yet all women arc(being cometo that | 
holy degree of the marricd eſtate) not oney ay 


know 


— 
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know for themſelues,but for their Husbands, Chil- 
dren,Seruants,and Neighbours:and kerein the A- 
poltle Peter doth afhrme,that che knowledge of the 
Wite how to walke in all good and due ſubicQion | 
to her Husband, and ſo ro doe , (for there be too 
many that know and doe not,) is as an excellent 
| meanes preparatory to draw on an yntoward Huſ. 
| band to the profeſhon of faith, ro which purpoſe 
theſe words tend: Likewiſe let the Wines be ſubictt 


Word, may without the Word be wonne by the couner ſ4- 
tion of the Wines. But what it the Wife doe in ſome 
good meaſure of knowledge goe beyond the Huſ- 
band, and able perhaps to dire&t her Husband ? 
(God willing it ſhould be.ſo vpon ſome occafions) 
not ordinarily :for the Hasband « the Wines head and 
Hutbands ſhould dwell with their Wines as men 0 

knowledge. Such a Wite had Manoach the Father of 
Sampſon, as wee reade; ſucha Wite was Abigalto 
Nabal, that man of Belial: few ſuch Wines, but too 
too many ſuch Nabals.l feare this age1s repleniſhed 
with, ſeparating,to the end Husbands may follow 
their ſtrange luſts: Bur ro goe on, herein let not the 
Wife in her knowledge vſurpe a dominion ouer her 
Husband, nor yet in pride of heart inſult over him, 
for thar is rather to deſtroy then to build, and buil- 

ders ought,go0d Wiues to be,as Salomon teacheth. 


quired further of a Wite, thar ſhee doe carry her | 
| ſelfe in all remperance and ſobriety, with a meeke | 
and quier ſpirit , whichis before God a thiag much 

| 5 Wl 
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to their Hutbands , that even they which obey not the | 


x Pet.3.verl, 1. 


| 1 Per.z.5, 


Iudg.r3.23. 


A wiſe woman buildeth her Houſe. This then is re- ' prowra,y, 


let 
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{uing beene Widdowes,thole eſpecially vnto waom 


| which in want of foree{ight they haue brought vp- 
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ſet by, and therein as a fellow-helper; comforter, | 
and counſellor, ſo ſpeaking to & for her Husband, 
as if he knowing all already,and more then lhe can 
rel & aduiſe him,may be,and ſo ftand,as his remem- 
brancer,ſeeking with this widdow in al he may,the 
| honor,credir, and eſtimation of her busbands good 
name,thogh dead,much more living; not admitting 
(chogh perhaps there be ſome cauſe)any one.thogh 
vniukly, co eſtrange ber heart from her Husband. | 

The conſideration of this Do&rine may leru: all | 
good and Cariftian Wiues, either ſo being, or ha- 


(vpon too ſudden a change of their eſtates) oiten- 
times there fall out many diſcontentments,to reach 
them by all meanes to auoide all vniſeemely, quar» 
rellous, and'contentious ſpeeches, and no way di- 
ſtemperately to vexe, prieue, thwart, and croſle | 
their Husbands, bur in all good peace ſo to carry 
themſelues towards them, though perhaps irreligi» 
ous and farre out of order, as that they rather 
learne to take, and fo take theſe troubles of theirs, 


on themſelues, as not onely tryals of their faith 
and patience ſent from God, but alſo medicinable 
correKions for their further amendment. lf this 
then be the duty of Wiues to Husbands who feare 
not God, what is then to be required of thoſe 
| Wives, whoſe Husbands, in a good and conſcio- 
nable regard of them and theirs,doe labour in thcir 
proteſhon, and according to their place, to walke 


according to all godlinefſeand piety ? Theſe L ſay, 


by 
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(by the wiues in all mildneſſe)are much moxe in all 
ſubieion to be yeelded vnto. * \ 
Thus then you. ſee this woman, vpon the loue 


to her Husband, not ſo ſoone forgotten, was come/ 


; forted to ſollicite E{zzhs in her owne behalte, by an 


; argument drawnefrom the teare of God, that was 


in him well knowne to Elizha himſelfe, as (hee | 
faith; And thou knoweſt that thy ſeruant aid feare the | 
Lord : whereby alſo the Prophet was ſo much the ; 


more willing to liſten carefully to her ſuite. Good | 
who are of the Houſbold of Faith. 


woman doe iſſue, in that fhee ſpeaking to Elizha, | 
; calles her Husband his Seruant, and afterward her. 
ſelfe his Hand-maide; and it is this: That the Pros 
phets of God, as now the Minifters of the Goſpel], | 
are cach to reſpett other with a ſpeciall refpett,and' 
that betweene themſelues, with difference, accor- 
ding to age,grauity,knowledge, vnderſtanding,and. 
the differing gifts of Gods grace in them; as is here 
| in theſe dayes,wherein all things goeout of ſquare, 
ſo great is the pride and diſdaine each of other, yez, 
and that among the teachers themſelues. But to.the 
purpoſe in hand: It apppeares that her ſaid husband 
deceaſed, brought vp in one of the Schooles of the 
| { Prophets, whether Bethel or Iericho, as an ordinary | 
Miniſter of the Church , accordingly trayned vp, 
did, whether in-prayer, interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures, doctrine, or exhortation, pertorme his duty | 
n C2 ! in 


ſomewhat to be ſeene: A le{ſon {lenderly reſpeRted | 
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in the Churches ſeruice, according to the ordina- 
ry calling whereunto he was, and that by ordinary 
[labour and crauaile, prepared. But in that (hee 
ſubmirs her husband fo low, as to terme him &4z- 
haes (eruant, ſhe may ſeeme too much to abaſe her 
Husband, and too highily ro aduance Ebzhs : No- 
thing leſſe: She ſpeakes of them both, according to 
che ſeuerall gifts that were in them, wherein £4 
extraordinarily called, did thereafter thine in gifts 
extraordinary, worthy therefore in ber account of 
double honour. By occalion whereof, ſomewhat 
| ww be (aid as cencerning the ticles of the Lord 
Bilhops' now amongſt vs, and that very ficly, al- 
though they can no way approue themſelues e- 
quall to Elfba : neither doe they ſeeke it,in reſpett 
of thar calling , and thoſe, extraordinary gifts of 
working miraculouſly being ceaſed. But rhe rataer 
to lay it downe,not as an au{were to thoſe who doe 
diſpicefully in tcarmes carry themſclues towards 
the Church-gouernours,diſdayning them for their 
| titles ſake(for they are ſuch as will neuer be anſwe- 
red) and indeede are not worthy an anſwere : 
but for the further confirming of them in the 
truth, who are in the ſame already ; this is the: 
thing. It is not forbidden (imply to giue to the 
Miniſters of the Church honovrable titles ; prout- 
acd alwaies thar it be not done in flattery , or be- 
fides true knowledge: Neither are thoſe places; Be | 
nt called Rabbi; Call noman Father wpon earth ; Be 
| not called DodFors, any way of force to abridge che | 
i! Miniſters of the Goſpel of their due honour : [4 
| | ſerued|' 
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ſerued 1ndeed to reftraine the ambitious Phariſees 
who huarting atter vaine titles, defired fo to be cal- 
led; and would allo that the people ſhould whol- 
ly relt themieines vpon whatſoeuer was propoun- 
ded vnder their names, as meerely authenticall,and 
no way to be gain-faid : Neither that of Elhn ; For 
1 may not zine titles , leſt my Maker ſhould take mee a- 
way ſuddenly. Nether that of James ; Be net many 
Maſters ſo to be taken? as if all title of honour,or re- 
verend eſtimation, were taken away, or torbidden 
to be given to the Miniſters of the Church : This is 
onely forbidden them and thee; Them, that they 
doe not ambitiouſly ſecke and hunt after the titles 
| of thoſe places and callings, for the honour and 
titles ſake, without purpole ro dbe the duties be- 
ſeeming thoſe places and callings ; or , as if vnder 
that name or titie of honour , whatſoeuer ſeemed 
good in their eies}they might propound,and it nor 
to be refuſed ; which to doe were meere Papal and 
antichriftian : T hee, that thou alfo doe not tiezhy 
iudgement, or faith , (concerning God and holy 
things) $o men ; for their outward reſpects fake: 
But let them be called Fathers of the Church, and fo 
call thou them, for ſo Paul was called,and ſo catled 

he himſfelfe : For though ye have ten thouſand in- 

firu&ors in Chriſt, yer have yee not many Fathers 

(faich hee) for im Chriſt leſws 1 hawe begotten you, 

| |threwgh the Goſpel : yea, hee called himſe'te the Do» 

Qor and teacher of the Gemt!les; and thus they are, 

and may be called, ſo as they doe wholly and ſim- 


, 
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ply ſubmit chemſelues to Chriſt, as to their onely 
| . 1 Maſter, 
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Mafter, ſent of God ; and ſeeke alſo to ſubiet and 
bring thee and thine, by their authoritie , vnder 
the obedience, ſouecraigncy,and dominion of Chriſt 
himſelfe,their reacher,and thy teacher; their Lord 
and thy Lord ; their Maſter,and thy Maſter. And 
thus much by the way, vpon taat: the Widdow 
called her Husband, Eiſhs his Seruant , and her- 
ſelfe his Hand-maide. © 
There is further vpon this poynt, that bee feared 
God, notwithſtanding hee died in debt , this .Do- 
| Arine to be obſerueg,that a man may be indebted, | 
and yet be free from the common fame of the 
; World, that is, to be an ill Man : Which is no 
more true, then on the other ſide to ſay ſuch and 
ſuch are wealthy, rich, and of good credit in the 
World, and'therefore they mult needes be good, 
honeſt, and godly men, when as yet perhaps they 
neuer knew what truc godlineſſe meant. But how 
can this agree then with thoſe places(willTorme ſay) 
where God makes a large promile to his people, 
vpon condition that they hearken to the voyce of 
their God, to obſerue and dee all his commaunde- 
ments, as by Moſes is written : Then thou ſhak lend| 
to many Nations , and not borrow thy ſelfe. And a- 
gaine the Prophet Daw ſaith, & good man i mer- 
| eifull, and lendeth, And on the other ſide, the Pro- 
pher Dawid,hee ſets it downe as a ſpeciall marke of 
a wicked man, to borrow and not to reſtore. The 
wicked man borroweth, and (ſaith hee) payeth nos 6- 
gamefgre, * | 
| anſwer. Howſocver the promileof Gods biel- 


| 
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fiags to the whole body of the people of 1/racl, is. 
10 longer proper to them , then they [hall ioyat-. 
ly and rogether bind themlelues tincerely and lim-! 
ply to keepe, and in {5 being bound , doe indeede 
| keepe Gads Commaundements; yet in ome other. 
| re{pe&t God both may,and at his pleaſure doth of- 

eeatimes temporally puniſh the godly with the. 

wicked (as the Apoſtle Petey layeth it Gowne in 
theſe wordes :) For the time u come, that 1dgement | 1.Vct. 4.17. 
ruſt beginne at the houſe of God. Yea, and amongſt 
other puniſhments, wich this as 0ne,God punilherh. 
thee, it being incident to the children of God, ra-| 

cher to wancthen to abound, and this as hee doth | 

iuſtly inflict vpon man for fine, as Jeremy ſaith;| 

Man ſuffereth for ſinne : Y et lome other ends there; Lamenr.z.39. 
may be and are with God , as the triall of the faith | 
and parience of his ſeruants vnder the croſſe,where- 
by,to the further glory of his name, ſome hidden 
vertues may more tu!ly appeare out of them which | 
before were not knowne. A ſecond end may be, a 
| greater manifeſtation of Gods care ouer them vn- 
' der preſent wants, as ouer Eliah the Prophet, for | r.Kings 17. 
| whoſe reliefe God had ptrouided the Ravens to | 9 
| feede-him 5 and by the widdow of Sareptha; and 
kts mightie proteftion , which neuer ſhews it ſelfe 

more , then when his people are in the greateſt | 
danger, as in the time when the people of 1/rae/ 
were in the Red-Sea ; as alſo, whileſt in the change | 
of their condition and eſtates from wealth to po -. 
| uerty ; he againe, of poore makes them rich, by re- | 


' 
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ſtoring them to their firſt or former eſtate, as hee | 
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| did 705. Thirdly, for the taming or reftrayning of 

| ſome one or other linne , God oftentimes meetes 
| wich his children(after their long ſecurity and care- 
' letle regard of the Word , calling them to repen- 
tance, they nor repenting) by the rod of affliction: 
' Whereupon he hauing,as Elrbs ſairh,ſer to his ſeale, 
; ordaining it as the pruining-knifc,to the cutting off | 
the ſuperfluous branches, for the cauling of them 
' to bring forth fruit the better, he faith : Then he 0- 


. pemeth the eyes of wen,euen by their corredFions, which 


| he had ſealed, W hereby he hauing (as the Prouerbe 
'1s) ſtrooke the nayie to the head, the heart and the 
| affections once renewed and changed , then hee 
| brings vnder obedience all thoſe wandring lutts, 
' which before-time went aſtray from. Gods holy 
, Commandements : to the which purpole the Pro- 
; phet Dauid contelleth, as is 119. Pſalme : Before 1 
\ Was afflicted, 1 went aſtray : as tor that of the good 
| man, to be mercifull, and to lend, it rather deſcribeth 


# 5 . : 
| the true propertie of a pood man already nrich- 


| ed, for the diſpoling of his riches to the good of 0- 
| thers, then otherwiſe in any vngodly care to get or 
increaſe his wealth: whrch (by occaſion of the next 
place) wiz. (The wicked man berroweth, and payeih 
not agarne) 2s atore is more fitly mer withall ; which 
| words of the Prophet doe not concerne thoſe 
| who ordivarily being poore and needy, arc infor. 
| ced to borrow direQly for the ſupply of their pre- 
' ſent wants, being alſo godlily minded, vpon good 
| fore-ſight, and hope of meanes in like manner to| 
make reſtitution by : But it concernes a!l ſors and 

degrees | 


DO — 


to reſtore Debtors. 
Frome both of rich and poore, who any way vn- 
iuttly minded, doe take into their hands the goods 
of other men;tor their preſent vie, withour any pur- 
poſe of reſtoring;ot whom thoſc monſters amongſt 
men, who immediately borrowing without need, 
vpon purpoſe to breake,, doe (by the ſpoyle of 0+ 
ther their creditors,inforced to ſtand at their cour- 
relic for preſent payment,)haſiily become rich vp- 
on other mens goods : Some other there are, who 
vnder the name of a more ſtrict courſe of godli- 
neflein the profeſſion of the Goſpel then others, 

2uing yet a mind that they live,but are dead, (be- 


in whoſe wombe they had their firft conception 
vnto life) theſe in like manner (omitting their ho- 
neſt and lawfull callings , being weary of well-do- 
ing) as buſlie-bodics , whileft they will become 
planters, and'reformers of Churches, ſtrayning 
\beyond their Laſt, till all cracke agatine, hauing run 
themſelues out ef breath, are brought ro borrow; 
and this alſo they hold they may doe, not purpo- 
ſing euer to make reſtitution , accounting 1n their 
Anabaptiſticall community, as a ſpeciall point of 
Diuinitie with them , the goods of them of whom 
they make thus bold with , eucn the goods of the 
Church (the ſpoyle of Babel, as they tearme it) as 
if they had by ſome Oracle from Heaven, with the 
Ifraelites , received a warrant from God fo to doe. 
To omit all other needlefſe borrowers for the 
cunning ingrofſfement of commodities of all ſorts 


ing indeed athamed to — their mother, | 


| what become of the Common-wealth ſo they a- 
"ES hone | 
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into their hands by way of Monopolie, not caring | 


Exod, 3. 325 


b 


OD rr tees err ene 
— — —- —— 


'/N | A Joueratgne 0, le, 
q: | alone may live; to omit all other borrowers v pon | 
viury, to the end chey may to a further and greater | 
exacting againe, vpon viury,lend, All thele, i _ 
| | them in one, are of the number of thoſe, and m 
| well ſo be reckoned, of whom Dauid {peaketh; The | 
| | | wicked borraweth, and payeth not againe, | 
|  Ouroithis which hath beene {[poken,cuery true | 
| member of the Church 1s to learne; firlt,tor his ſes | | 
{ied courſe of conuerling and makingerafficke with | I 


— — 


; . 5 
| | De#. . | men; I hatithedelireco hauethereport of one that | 


'  |©9l3.2:: | feareth God, and thatin ſinglene/ſe of heart; he muſt | 
\' 1 Thel.4.6- | rake heede(as the Apoltle Paul ceacherh)chat he =] 
| | | preſſe not , nor defrande his brother in any matter. 
| | | And then, chat he trie and examine himſelte by the | 
| two looking-glaſles of the Law,and the Goſpelzthe | 
two parts of the Word of God, wherein hee may | 
' finde out whether he truly tearc God, or noza point | 
| very neceſſary to be ſtood vpon. Doubrleſſein the 
one and firſt, which is the Law, he (hall find outin 
1.  himſelte norhing but (in and iniquity, and thereby 
4 that he ſtands inthe ſeuerity of Gods extreame 1u- 
-| ſtice, in and vnger the danger of eternall death.and 
{ condemnation; In the other,he (hall find that God | 
| according to his owne goodnefle, will looke vpon | | 
him with an amiable and chearefull countenance, | 
and diſcover vnto him lefus Chriſt his Sonne, as | 
the onely walher, purger,and cleanſer of him from | 
his ſinne, not onely by torgiucneſle, bur alſo by his | 
|  fandifying Spirit; taking awiy the power of line, | 
” |Rom.*1: |thatit ſhall not rule or raigne any longer in his mor- | 
| Fall body, to obey is; it in the luſts _ And _ | 
| racre ' 


—— 


fo reſtore Debtors. 


_ | thereis tuft occalion offered to ſpeakd* of this point 
| inthele words( And thou knoweſt thy ſeruant did feare 


| God) it 15 not trom the purpole,that I let downe 
| thus much more vpon it, before euery one that 


 reades itz (Viz. ) char according as God did worke| | 


| formerly jn men a true care of performance of the. 
duties, whatſoever of equity , honeſty, or charity | 
between themlelues, lo he meaſured his owne loue | 
to them-ward, by an afſurance of faith vnto eter« 
nall life accordingly : For men are reputed no fur- 
ther to haue + in the ſound knowledge of 
God,according tothe rules of the firſt Table of the 
Law, then they are ready to exprelle the ſame by 
doing the duties of the ſecond: For by this ruie did 
{ both the holy Prophets and Apoſtles meaſure out 
the aſſurance of the loue of God to themſelues,and 
the people. Acah the Prophet expoſtulating this 
point with: the people of 1/7ael in his'dayes, who 
ſatisfied themſelues, as they doe now,with an out- 
| ward ſhew of ſeruing of God, by their ſacrifices; 
when in the meane time they were tu!l of crue'ty, 
and oppreſſion, voide of 11! mercy to their Neigh- 
bours. ll che Lord (faith he) ve pleaſed with thou- 
' ſands of Rammes, or with ten thouſand Riuers of Ojir ? 
 fball 1 gine my firſt borne for my tranſereſ#on, cen yt 
' frunte of my boay for the finne of my ſoule ? And tiere- 
0 he anſwereth. 8. He hath ſhewed thee O 119 what 
' & good, and what the Lord requireth of thee ;, ſur ly t6 
| doe iuſty, and to loue mercy, and to humbie thy ſeifets 
' walke with thy God : And thus muſt every devtor, 


 yea,and creditor alſo, tric himſeife whether he feare 
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A ſoueraiene Oyle, | | 


God, or no; cuen by the Ofhces of borrowing and ; | 
lending , according to good and pure loue, laide 
downe in the Word. For faith the Apoſtle 19h; 
Whoſocner doth nat righteouſne(ſe, is not of God, neither , 
| be that loweth not bis brather. All which dutiesof the 
| Law alſo, concerning God and man, mult be done 
{in like manner wholly,and tha#from _ heart: | 
' And cheretore if chou (halt ſoothe yp thy ſelte in 
| fome duties doing , and (halt in the meane while | 
failein other ; know this from the, Apoſtle Tames, 
who faith : For whoſoener ſhall keepe the whole Law, 
and yet faileth in one point, « guilty in all. Where then | 
[the true feare of Godis, there is frſt integrity of | 
' heart, and then whole obedience, that is, a conti- | 
{nuall triuving vato the performance of all and cuery 
\ duty, with care of doing what wee doe for Gods 
| cauſe, or becauſe of the loue that wee doe beareto 
| God conftrayning vs thereunto. 
| - But becauſe in cither getting, or keeping a good 
report, whileſt men dealerogether in matters of this 
| World,as in borrowing and lending,there be many 
wirfdings and turnings, ſo that it is hard for a man 
to paſſe away without ſome ſtaine of his credit(elſpe- 
cially it hee bee one that ſtriueth vntopodlineſle, 
whom all the World ſeeketh to ſpeakei!! of, ) ir 
ſtands cucry man in hand therefore, ſo much the 
more truly to fift himſelfe, eſpecially when Gods | 
hand is vpon hiqin this afiction of being in debt. 
He therefore that will not be deceined in himſelfe, 
\1n looking vpon the Law of the ten Commande- 
| rents, 25 vpon a looking-glaſſe, wherein he deſires | 
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to beao!d ctheerrors of his life; ler him caft his eye 
aſide, 8nd with good care looke into the extreame 
| part of taat Giaſſe, even the tenth. Commande- 


j 


, ment : Thos ſhalt not couct, &rc. Or as the Apoltle 
laith, Thee fhalt not luſt and there (hall hee learne 
this leſſon, that it hee kaue given but way to any | 
\ linne to make profferto him, and fo luffer it to ret, | 
and Sathan the firſt mover or ſuggeſter to ſine, | 
| with any, though neuer ſo ſmall an entertainment 
of him yea, if he haue bur granted time, (vpon the 
' motion and firſt ſuggeſtion thereunto)to demurre, 
and as it wereto aduife whether it be beſt to thinke, 
or not to thinke, to doe, or not ro doe, thereby cal- 
ling the Lai of God into queltion or doubt, put 
the caſe it be vpon this point of borrowing, vpon 
a deceiuveable purpole to ſerue thy preſent neede; 
if that party whoſocuer hath not giuen eitherin the 
'pointin hand, as borrowing vpon deceiucable pur- 
| poles, or any the like motion or prompting vnto 


fo reſtore Debrors, | 
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Kom,7. 7, 


'{tnne, (as our Sauiour Chriſt ) did vnto Sathan, | 


' - . p 
the preſent auant or avoid Sarhan, and with Daw, , 


Marth, 4. 10, 


| Away from me all yee workers of iniquitie ; or rather pgats.s. 


| with the ſame Prophet , in the like words; Away | 


\ from me yee wicked, 1 will keepe the Commanndements 
# my God ; |ct him know that hee hath ſinned al- 
| ready againſt his owne ſoule, cuen in this, that by 
demurring with Sathan, as by way of counſaile- 
taking, he hath given him ſome hopeto preuaile at 
' the laſt 5 which to doe is ſinne with God : and there- 


P\al.119.1 5, 


[fore to this purpoſe ſpcaketh' the holy Apoſtle 


| Paul : Let not the Swmne goe downe,wupon your wrath, tybeſgan. | 


neither 
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} | 


| weither giae place tothe Deuill, For how ſmall ſoeuer 
| a (inne (aot toxefitt finne vpon the firſt light,) in 


, ginninygs of {inne are very deceitful,it being a com- 
' mon ſaying, A little is not ſo much: Yer fo great 
it is donbcleſle, as once being entred vpon thee, 
hardly after, if Fver, vnull thy dying day, will it be 
got out : for the very regenerate haue their linnes, 
©. vnder the which rhey doe continually labour, 
| | which makerh them goe heauily mourning all the 
day long , and oftentimes to water ther couch 

with their teares, as Dauid did , who complained 

| Plalme 6,4, faying ; 1 fainted in my monrning , 1 cauſe my bedde 
if  enery night to ſwimme , and water my conch with my 
6 | teares : and this doth the looking into this firft 
" |  glafle of the Law cauſe, yea, in them who truely 
| | ' feare God. But here they muſt not ſtand : There 
BY. 1s another more cleare criſtailine and comfortable 
| glafſe of the Goſpel, which alſo they muſt with all 

q | g00d {pced looke into,where they {hail cucn vpon 


We LD — 


| outward ſeeming appeares to be , becaule the be-, 


| 


1 


the very firſt view, ſo ſodainly beho!d Chritt Je/us, 


' andthe refreſher of thoſe that goe heauily laden vn- 
' der the burthen of their (inne, and ſeeke their re- 
© 19 'freſhing where it is to be had: for faith in Chriſt 
|  Teſ145, is the onely marke of that filial,ſon-like,and 
| true feare of God, without the which faith, there 


þ n0true feare of God at all; and when thou ſeeſt 


1im,ooe to him, lay hold on him, make thy moane 


that onely comforter of them that mourne in Son, 


to him, ſhew him thy ſoares, thy wounds, certifie 
| fm of the foyles thou haſt had ſince thou _— | 
TY ; ; / t y' 
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ro re{tore Debtors. = 


| thy (elte a Souldier vnder his Banner,challenge him | 
for thy Capraine, acknowledge thy ftrayings and 
| wandring out of his Campe) let him know thy ſe- 
| verall and particular {innes, hide nothing from 
| him, ( though he know all before ) it ſhall be his 
greater glory, and in the end thy greater comfort : | 


| bewaile his ſo long ablenceirom thee, with the great 
| dangers thou watt in whileſt thou waſt left to thy | 
| ſclte : Say with the Ghurch in Salowoys Song. 7 Song of Sals- 
ſoueht him but I found him not; 1 called vpon him,and 9", 5.6. 

he anſwered me not. Giue me leauea litcle longer, 

becauſe this feare of God,asis {all}; Hoc eſt rotam ho- Eccleſiaſtes 12, 
wm : it is all that God requires of man, and it is 13, 

that thou mult paue, and ic is a point whereupon | 

chou muſt trie, ygg often examine thy ſelfe ; even 
King, Queene, Prince, Nobles, Gouernours, Mi- 
niſters, Husband, Wife, Father, Children, Ma- 
ſers, Seruants. I cannot therefore end, I am as in 
| a maze; give me leaue yet in a word, who is it that 
Et 25 the Church before ſaith , hath not called vpon 
God often, and yet harh nor prevailed ; and what 
then, ſhall he theretore give oner ? No, ſhall henot 
ſill pray? Yes. Wilt thon aske how long, leaue 
him nor vntill he haue mercy vpon thee; let nor the 
terrib/eneſſe of thine cnemy (although he be as 4 
rearing and devouring Lyon,laid downe by the Apo-|: pa.s.s. 
ſt e Peter before thee, let it not daunt thee, but a- 
| waken thy ſpirits the more,the rather ; and there- 
| fore to the purpoſe it is, that the Apoſtle faith : q 
| Watch ye, ſtand faſt im the Faith; quit yow like men, and | 1 Cor.6.12, 


U, ſtrong, And as in the Epheſians : Having finiſhed 
E | alt | 
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all things, ſtand, and to thy greater hope ot pre- 
uaiiing, adde (as the Apoſtle Paw 1n that very place 

immediatly after ſaith, thereunto Prayer: 41d pray 

alwayes (ſaith he) with all manner prayer and fupplt- 

cation in the ſpirut,anafaint uot. And howloeucr euery | 
{inne, whereof Sathan wii! (having beene the tirit | 
mouer of thee thereunto) be thy accuſer, {hall ap- ' 
peare to thy wounded conſcience as a molt feare- 
tuil and terrible monſter, greedily. and with open 
mouth gaping wide, doe (ecke to ſwallow and de. | 
woure thee vp eugn alive; yet as thou teareft God, | 
and delireft the report thereof in the World,in lite, / 
in death, and atter death, as this poore Widdowes | 
Husband , haue faith in God, and ſhrinke not ; | 
| behold his loue to thee in Chriſt, and beof good | 
cheare: although thou haſt liued in the wayes of | 
the World, without regard of God and his Law | 


| 


—_ 


| ruption , which doubtlefſe cleauerh to them who 


heretofore, yet vpon this thy faith, fruittull in re- | 
pentance, be comforted with Pasl; 1t i nat thou,but 
ſunne in thee, as is laid : It # no more 1, (for now thou 
belecueſt, thou art another perſon in Chrift Teſus 
before God, thy finne 1s not looked vpon)but ſaith 
he, It s that dwelleth in me ; For ] allow uot 
(faich he) chat which 1 doe, for what I would, that doe 1 
not; but what I hate, that doe 1. Itis that naturall cor- 


are regenerate, and although daily in conquering, | 
yet not cleane conquered. But in this triall of thy 
ſeite, as concerning the true feare of God to bein | 
thee; if thou feeleſt that thou haſt thus farre profi- 
ted,goe on ſtill with the bleſſed Apoſtle,as one wea- 

| ried 
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ried with theſe miſcrable conflicts of Sathan, and | 
ſhew thy |taich more and more, by ftill going to | 
God, as thy onely helper, and crie aloud with | 
oroanes and lighes; Oh wretched man that 1 am,wha 
ſhall deliner me from this boy of death And apaine, | 
ro deſpite Sathan to his teeth, as if thou hadit al-| 
ready gotten the victory, (tor Faith, whoſe object | 
is Chritt, with all the graces of his Spirit, giueth co | 
each belecuer things abſent, as already preſent) be | 


bold ro out-face him,and ſay as Dauid to Saxl; Thow | PA.r 3.13, 


haſt thruſt ſore at me, that 1 might fall ; hut the Lord 
| he hath holpew me. To the end then thar all juſt ſu- 
ſpicions of deceittull (ſhifts in borrowing may be ta- 
ken from thee,and that thy name may befrec from! 
all iuſt {lander, pray with Dauzd to God, and give | 
not ouer ; Remoue from me ſhame and contempt : and 
| againe in the 3g. verſe. Take away my rebuke that 1 
y my And in thus doing, and preuailing, thou 
(halc reape vnto thee, for thy comfort, both liuing 
and dead, this report; that thou haſt feared God, 
Now to proceedeto that which tolloweth,concer- 
ning the Creditor,in theſe words of her complaint: 
And the Creditor u come to take my two Sonnes ts be 

hi bond-men. | 
The Law of bondage, as appeareth both by the | 
Scriptures,2s alſo by the Law of Nations hath been | 
ancient; which alſo may be found ro haue beene a-| 
mongft vs, as by certaine Inſtruments of Manu- 
milhon tor the releaſe of bond-men or villaines; 
and this before the time of the Goſpell may cui. 
| dently appeare. By the Law of Nations tt y—_—_ 
BE 2 " 
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F Gene 39, 1 


Pſal-4 4.11. 
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| Efay Fo.1, 
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' t being faſt bound with a cord or long line, was fo 
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ſo to haue beene. It was decreed (ich Aulms 
Geliue) by the ſudge, that after che Debrogwas | 


demaunded by the Creditor his debt , hee not ha- | | 
; uing to pay at the inſtant, that then hee ſhould | 
 haue thirtie dayes more giuen him, and if within | 
_ * thattime he could not make fatistattion, then the | 


' poore man was fettered by the teete ; and further, 


 deliuered ouer to the Greditor z who leading him 
' home asan Oxe oran Afle, hee put him to what 
 ſeruile worke ſocuer , vntill that by his moſt ſlauiih 
| and more perhaps then Epyptian-like bondage, he 
| had by al! coyleſome labour wrought out vnto his 
' Maſter ful ſatisfa&ion of his debt z and thus for the 
time of their bondage were they bought and fold 
trom one to another,as bealts are ſold ina markert:: 
For proofe wherot, vnderthe law of Moſes,we read, 

If thou buy an Hebrew ſeruant , hee ſhall ferue {xe 
 yeares, and in the ſeauenth he ſhall goe out free for no- 
thing : Before the Law written, we read of 19/eph, 
, who was twice ſold; once by his brethren to-the 
; 1(pmaclues, and then atrer by them to Poriphar, an | 
| Eunuch of King Pharaohs. In the Booke of the 
' P/almes, the Prophet Dauid, ſetting downeas by 
| way of bewayling the milerie of 50ds people, to 
' God himſcite, vader the bard (cruitude wherewtth 
they were oppreſſed : Thou ſclle#t thy people for 


nou; bt, (laith hee) and thou aveſt not increaſe their ; 


| price : And in the Prophetic of Eſay, ſaith the Pro- 

pher, as in the perſon of God ; 1/40 ts the creditor 

'to whom 1 ſold you ? Behold , for your wan = 
od, 


} 
' 
n 


* 0+. ilfwown. ec SARDA * 


£22 Lhe — ads 


to reſtore Debtors. 


fold, >. As if he ſhould ſay ;You are indeed vn- 
der bondage, bur your ſelucs have made {laues of 
your ſelves, by your oivne vngodlineſle. Likewile, 


- ox —— 


vnder the New Iettament, whereour Sauiour like- 


would take acconnt of lg ſeruants , ana when hee bad 
begun to reckon, one was brought nts him... which 
| ##ght hin. 1 0000. lalents, and becauſe he had nothing 
to pay, he commaunaed him to be fold, and his wife,and 
hus-xchildren , and all that h:e had , and ibe debt to be 
| paid, cnc | 

So that the credicor did the widdoiy no wrong, 
{hee being inſuthcicnt, to tyke her two ſonnes to 
behis Bond-men ; and yet {hee complaines to the 
Prophet, I will notſay of the cruelty of the Credi- 
tar, the Law then ſo requiring it, but rather of her 
owne diſtreſſed eſtate, who was in danger of the 
loſle of lo great comforts , the lolle whereof how 
preat it was, may appeare by the cxample of a 
poore man, of whom Saint Baſi/ writes , who ha- 
uing many children, in a heauiz time of Famine, 
was with all of them even at the point of a tamiſh- 
| ment, ready ro ſtarue tor want of food : for the re- 


'neth the King dome of Heauenioa certaine King which Matth. 18,23, 


lteving of whom, one of them muit be (01d, ro buy 

corne and vituais withall, to {auc ali the relt aliue. | 
| The father cals his wife, and cauſes her to call all 
bis children togerher, they aduile cach with other | 
| which of them they (hould depart trom,and ſo,not | 


' without teares, the father beholding the eideſt,che | 


| beginning ot his [trength,the exce'tencie of his digs; 

! - . - l ; | 

| aitie, the ficft thar called him taiker ; the lecond, | 
E 3 00 | 
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3 too young ; the third, like the father; the fourth, 
| ' themothers darling ; the fift, the expreſle imape | 
| of the grand-father ; the (1xr, well made, and like 
to prouea ſouldier ;the laſt, wittie, ingenious, and 
very fit to makea Schollar : ſo tender-hearted was 
this kinde and naturall father,as that he could not 
find any oneamonglt them,trom whom he might | 

\ depart, chuling rather to redeeme all their liues 
bd with his owne peril] and danger, then to ſuffer any 
' one of them to depart vpon fo hard conditions. 
| Blame not then this poore woman , although ſhee 
complaine for this her lofle of the hope of her com- 
 fortin both her ſonnes, ar once 3 confidering that 
; the ſodaineneſſe of her change vpon the dcath of 
her husband , together with the haſtineſſe of the 

Creditor to ſee his owne , perhaps was ſuch as it 
; could not but moue her greatly to labour cuery 
| way for her releaſe. But on the other (ide, (ro this 
| of debts to be payed by the taking ot the debtor, 
his wife and children , to be as bond-men to the 
| Creditors behoofe, by thcir labours and trauailes,| 
ſo to be imployed vntill the debt be fatisfied,) 1 
hearc ſome careleſle altogether of all goed credit, 

and iuſt dealing, to ſay and giue out ; Tuth | teare 
'no ſuch bondage, the Goſpel hath taken away all 
the ſtraitneſſe that was in the Law,of that (lauiſh 

ſervitude in former ages; I will deale weil enough, | 
althouch I pay not any thing. I anſwer thee, Thou 
doeſt greatly abuſe the libertie of the Goſpel, which 
| is inward, and ſtands moſt in the peace of a good 
confcicnce,by our Lord Ielus Chrift, whereof -_ | 

| a 
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| bait made (hipwracke, whileſt thqu giueſt thy lelfe 
| Uberty to live in all iniuſtice, vpon the ſpoyie of 0- 
| ther mens goods : Yea , know this in time whileſt 


| thou inayelt know ir, that thou art buta prophane 
|andan vnbelceuing wretch; thou doeſt blaſpheme 
God, and takelt cae name of the Goſpel in vaine in 
tay mouth, whailclt hauing borrowed, and out n 
| other mens eſtates halt gathered vnto thy ſeife 


| a falſe truit into. other mens hands, as ill as thy | 
ſelfc, chou haft turned oucr, to deceme by, and vt- 
terty refuſeſt ro pay, or at leaſt will pay at thy. 
pleaſure what thou ſeeſt good; Know this, that : 


of men, and perhaps vnder colour of Law doelt 
impudently couer thy deceits , yet affurediy in| 
ſeeking to rid thy (elte from the dangers of men, | 
' thou haſtfold thy ſelte, and art become a very vil- 
laine and bond-{lane to the Deuill , whoſe hands 
| thou canſt not eſcape; vnder whoſe cuſtody if once, 
(noppreuenting thy fearetull eſtate in due time, by 
| returning to God whileſt thou art called to repen- 
tance ) be aſſured of it, hell having receyued thy 
ſoule and body, thence, there neither is nor cuer | 
| can be redemption z bur as in the Parable of the 
. Rich-man and Zazarw, as vnder the ſpeech of 4- 
 braham. to the Rich-man being in hel in torments, 
lifting vp his eyes, ſceing Abraham. a farre oft, and | 


| Z8zarms in his boſome: Then hce cried, and ſaid ; | ;,,. 16.22, 


Father Abraham, haue mercy vpon we, ana ſend La-| 
' Zarus, that he may dip the tippe of hu finger in water, | 


Lands aad living , goods and money,which vpon | 


howlſocuer it fall out with theeto eſcape the hands | 


anda 
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and coole m y tongue, for 1 am tormented in this flame : | 

But Abraham ſaid ; Sonne , remember that thow in 
thy life time receiuedſ thy pleaſure , but Lazarus | 
panes; now therefore he u comforted, and thou art tor- 
mented. Beſides all this, betweene you and ws there i 4 
great gulfe {*t, ſo that they which would goe from hence 


So that once with the Deuill in hel,thy Miceimus be- 
ing once vnder ſeale, & charge to the [aylor giuen, 
| Take bin, bind him hand and fa8t, with that moſt wo- 
'full ſencenceof the [udge: Depart thou curſed onc into 
Hell there to be tormented with the Denill and his _An- 
gels for ener, never atcer looke to be releaſed. | 
But, what is laid downe 1a the caſe of an vniuft 
| Debtor, is and may fitly be app!yed vnto a hard, 
' mercileſle, and vaconſcionabie Creditor, who is 
like ro drinke of the ſame Cup, cucn the Cup of 
G3ds eternall wrath z whom to lay downeI can- 
| not b<trer, then from rhe out-cry of a poore, ho-,, 
(neſt, and well-minded Debtor , whole purifull 
\moiane and complaint goes in this manner : Alas, 
(faith hec) I doe indeed owe much , and have not | 
preſently to pay, bur as it ariſes out of my trade, 
and honeft labour ; lictlc I hane,but thar liccle Iam 
; willing to depart from vnto tisfation : Yea fur- 
ther, my ſelfe, my wite, and children, all of vs,will 
ioyne, together i in one, free'y, ro the vttermoſt by | 
our 'abdours and trauai'cs, ro worke out what is in 
our powe: for the Creditors beſt profit : But alas 
this wil. nor ſerve his turne, he will have all (and 
all he may hauein time vader Gods blefling, if hee | 
wou'd 
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would but a while depend with vs vpon Gods pro- 
uidence, whoſe ble{hng alone makes rich, but hee 
will haue ic preſently, or elſe no way with him but 
one: all his Song is, To priſon with hirp;T wil haue 


of bis bones : And thus, like the vamercifull Cre- 
ditor in the 18. of S. Matthewes Goſpel, 28. verſe, 
he vrges all extreamecourles that may be.Befides, 
he hath made mee ſpend as much in Law for the 
keeping of my liberty , and the freeing of my bo- 
dy trom hard impriſonment, as would haue payed 
a quarter of the debt : Hee can no way endure to 
heare of the mitigation of iulſtice, letters of Com- 
miſſion from the ſupreame Magiltrates, for the or- 
dering of the debt to the equall good of both par- 
ties, by indifferent men, lawtully appointed totbar 
| buſinefle, hee cannot abide : ls ir true (ſairh he) 
doth Law conſiſt vpon two parts , (viz.) of ex- 
treamitic, and moderation ? I will then doe well e- 
nough with the beggarly knave:He will have what 
Law will give him to the vttermoſt , body and 

oods , yea all will not ſerue his vnmercifull and 

loud-thirſtie humour : And whereas weearein 

hand with the Law of bondage, (as before) where- 
[in Huſband, Wife,and Children, were by their ho- 
neſt labours to trauaile every way at the Creditors 
pleaſure, and for his. beſt availe : hee will no way 
yeeld to haue his mony paid in that ſort by peece- 
meale: Hee will rather (if by and vnder the Letter | 


my penni-worths of his carkeile , I will make dice | 


and wife and children ftarue all at home , then to | 
F accept | 
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of the Law he may haue it,) ſee him rot in priſon, | 


ts EI ay, ts IL Tt A EIA ts. oy — C—_— - 


Marth.1 8.28, | 


34 


| to doe any thing that may endanger the life ofthat 
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| accept of ſuch beggacly payment , wherein T may? 


compare this bloud-thirftie wrerch vnto a certaine - 
lew, of whom wee reade, who hauing lent money 
to a Chriſtian, the day being come, and the poore 
Chriſtian not able to make paymeat, the Iew was | 
contented, ſo he mighc haue a pound of the Chri- | 


ſtians fleſh, to looſethe nine hundred crownes, for | 


ſo much was the debt thar the Chriſtian ought him. | ' 
. | But this hard and vnequall courſe is no way behic- | 


ting the Church or people of God, in a Chriſtian | 
Common-wealth : Nay rather , the rich Creditor | 
abounding in all wealth , if hee will approuc him- 

ſelfe to be a good man, not before men, (becauſe of 
his wealth, for that may deceiue) bur before God. 
in Chriſt Teſus, (being merciful} as Chri& is merci- 
tull) he muſt rather forgoe all, and {imply forgiue 
the debt , then vpon a wilfull revenge to attempt. 


his poore Debtor : or if not wholly to forgiue, 
which is an extreame on his part, yet at the leaſt to | 
haue a conſcionable "regard of his inability , and 
therein ſo to accept of þ& debt, as by day and day 


receive his owne tn part or in whole, without the | 


hurt of any one of them both. | 

Wohereunto it parties cannot be drawn betweene 
themletues , rather then by their owne violent and 
delatory courſes, for the gaine onely of time, withs | 
ont the good of any one of them , they {hall ſpoile | 
each other, it is-aot amifſe the [udge himſelte vp- | 


on thetuſt notice of the cauſe doth doe, by entor- | 
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 cing whitherſoeuer of them is faulty by his power | 


| and auchurity, immediately to yeeld to whatindif- 
| ferent courſe,tor both their ggods he ſhall at the ve- 
ry inſtant aſſhgne them vnro.. | | 
Fordoubtletle it is generally ſuppoled,chat every | 
Law of Juſtice, eſpecially among(t vs Chrittians, 
hath theſe two things in itz thatis, the very extres | 
mity in-plainetermes, according to the letter of the | 
Law, and the mitigation of the extreamity, accor- | 
ding to circumltances implyed in it; becauſe o- 
therwiſe, Summm i (cannot be) but Summa in- 
aria. | 
And this ſeemeth the Prophet Dawd to teach 
trom himſelfe, in bis owne perſon, when he faith ; | 


| 


% 


all this, will ſome ſay? Truly not belide the matter | 
in hand, wherein my purpole is to iuſtifie the execu- | 
tion of both theſe parts of the Law (w1z.) Extrea- | 
mity and Mitigation, each of them, according to 
their times, and this to doe, as in other caſes, ſo in 

the caſe of the Creditor and Debtor: firſt as any 
one of them ſhall be ſpyecd out to exceede in op» 
preſhing each other, that then according > the ex- 
prefle letter of the Law, (the intent of the Law be- 
ing the good of the people) they be (ſo dealtwith- 
all, thereby to breake the necke of the ftubborne 
and contentious party, to make him to know him- 
ſelfe, as yet the other point of mitigation cloſely | 
concealed, without the which no Law intentgd ro 
be, may for the ioynt good of either, according to 
equity, be dyely alſo and ſcaſonably by the Iudpe | 
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{and in all extreamity to wreake his wroth by it, 


"| the Kings Writ, making the Law and the King 
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executed ; prouided alwayes that this moderation 
| of Law in the extreamity thereof, come not too 
late, when (if not at all) yet the greateſt part of that 
worch of that which is ſued for, is come already in- 
co the Lawyers Coffers, a little perhaps remaining 
| behind tor the ſuing party himſelte,agd this doubt- 
 leſſe is the generall complaint throughout the 


| I know againe it wi!l be ſaid, that I goe ouer-far 
in this point, medling with the Law, beyond my 
limits: To this I anſwere, that when a meere cruell 
oppreſſour {hall vnder colour of Law to ger his 
; owne, where perhaps it is not poſhbly to be had, 


; keepe that his poore debtor in priſon ſo long vntil! 
he be ready to flaruegand fo endanger his lite, which 


| 


| this to doeas vnder the Kings name,in the abuſe of 


toyntly partakers of this their cruelty, to the ouer- 
| throw many times of a better Subie co the King 

then himlelfe is: [t is time then that equity , the 
fountaine whereof is the Word of God, and we as 
the buckets by whom ye all muſt draw forth,as out + 
of the holy and veauenly wells, the comfor table waters 
| of your ſaluation, it is high time for vs to put in fact, 
| conl1dering that it is a doctrine which Salomon as 
| from Gods ſpeciall inſtinct hath left vs to teach; 1» 
' the multitude of a people, i the honour of a King ((aith 
he) 4#4 for want of people, commeth the deſtruction of 
(the Prince: Whence thus I reaſong 1f Kings them- 
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is an entrance vpon the Kings free-hold ; yea, and | 


ſelues 
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| to goe vareuenged:as it is ſaid; At the hand of a mars 
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{euery trackeor path that leaderh to ir. 


| wayes vpon the troubleſome and turtous motions 
| of our wrathfull and reuengefull affeRtions and fie- 
'rie paſhon3, to looke backe to the holy Word of 
| God, and thereby ſo to temper our ſelues, as that 
| we ſuffer not our rage in any wiſe to breake out ; 
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clues by all equity and clemency are to encreaſe 
and not by tyranny to letſen their people,as doubt» 
leſle they arez and good reaſon, becauſe where this 


care 15 not, their Territories and Countries are eas! - 


fily ſubdued, and the borders of their gouernment 
diminiſhed: Much lefſeare they to ſuffer the people 
one to eate vp and deuoure another; yea,it ſo bethe 
people wiil and doe generally condemne tyran- 
nons crue'ty andopprethon in their Kings to them, 
much more were it to be condemned betweene 
themſcſues. | = 
Thedocrine then hence is, that all Kings, Magi- 


37 


ſtrates, and people, mult by all meanes auoide all 
occaſions of bloud-ſhedding, or wilfull murdering 
of any,becauſe God will nor ſuffer the life of a man 


brother will 1 require the life of man. Who ſo ſheddeth 
mans bloud, by man ſhall his bloud be ſhed: For in the 
Image of God he made man. Whereunto let me adde 
this,that not onely murder it ſelfe is forbidden, but 


The vſe that we muſt make of this point is, a!- 


becauſe, if God; (as it is ſaid) will put the teares of hu 
Saints into the bottle of his remembrance, much more 
ſhall he auenge himſclte of the bloud of any of his 


Gen.g, 5.6, 


people.But now to returne againe to the a” 
F2 0 


————————  — i ——— 


— ,_——— 
* i 2 


H—— —— OS 


_ | Creditor,tus taking her two ſonnes to be his bond=- 


| great vpon the loſe of her two ſonnes, if thou thalr 
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| fo pirtitully complaining to the Prophet vpon the 


| men, conceraing whom, her ſorrow being then ſo 


| by comparing rime paſt with the preſent time, and 
the courſes which then were vled tor the ſatisfying 
of debrs to the Creditors, with choſe ſtraight courles 


(that now are vſcd, and {halt tinde, and as it were | 


 enlibly feele,that the Creditors of theſe dayes,and 
'the meanes they vie towards thoſe poore debrors 
' of theirs,are more hard and grieuous; learne thou, 
firſt, whileſt thou att at liberty and thy ftate ſound, 
Hearne betimes to auoide all occaſions of falling in- | 
to the hands of ſo vnmercifull men, and no further | 

deale with them if it be poſhble, then thou mayelt | | 
at thine owne pleaſure ca(ily eſcape out of their 
hands. If thy liberty,thy ſtate, thy Wife,thy Chil- 
dren,yea,thy life be ſo deare vnto thee,and the lofle 
of them fo ſharpe and grievous , Jet not preſent * | 
pleaſures, nor the ſeruing of thy turne to prodigall, | 
or vnncceſlary vſes, or any way belides the dutics 
of thy calling,fo ſoon,oor ſo eafily draw thee to buy BM 
repentance at ſo hard a rate. | | FP 
 Burdoth this lefſon come alittle too late,art thou 
[already caught by the heele ? learne then from this 
 Widdow a ſecond leflon ; lie not thou ftill in thy 
wotull and perplexed cftate,bur ſpeedily repairefor 
remedy and comfort where it is to be had, to God 
firſt by prayer, for the remedying or reforming 
rather of what maſters{inne ſoener is in thee, or for 
patience vnder this thy croſle ; then to the Mini- 
; | ſer, 
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ter , to the Magiſtrate, | ro thy Creditor, to thy, 
Friends, as helpers and lollicitors for thee, looſe no. 
 fime, redeeme it rather, it is the Wiſedome ot God. 
| by Salomon ; Doe this now my ſonne , and delmer thy Prov. 1,3. 
 ſelfe, ſeeing thow art come into the hand of thy neztzhbour, 4-5-verſes. | 
| goe and bumble thy [clfe, and ſollicite thy friends , give | 
' no ſleepe to thine eyes, nor ſlumber to thine eye-liddes,de- | 

| 

| 


| | liner thy ſelfe 454 Doefrom the hand of the Hunter, and 
| 44 « Bird from the hand of a Fowler. What thou doelt 

| herein doe [peedily, ( 2or4 trahit periculum) make 

| proofe at once of the lawfull meanes,and leaue che 
| ſacceſſeto God; knowing this,that he it 1s that baca 
| the hearts of men in his bands, yea, and for tby . 

| good: So ſaith Sa/omon. The Kings heart s in the p,,,,,, 

| hands of the Lord, as the Riners of waters he turnerh it 
whither ſoeuer it pleaſeth bim. Let nothing ſtep in thy | | 
| | way todiſcourage thee in the lawfull and leaſonas | * 
ble vſing of theſe meanes for thy remedy, for, for | 
thee,cuen for thee, and for thy reliefe are all Kings, FIR 
| Princes, Indges, Magiſtrates, Minifters, appointed,| _/ | 
| and by him ſet vp : For he is the Minifter of God for Rom.13.4. 

| . | thy wealth. NEE | 

\/ | But becauſe where ſuch popular oppreſſions doe 
' grow, and as by way of example one from another | 
| they doe daily increaſe, it argues remifſencſle both | 4 
' inthe Governours and government, and ſome hea- 14 
uy indgement ( of what kinde he beſ} knowes that \ #4 
is the Judge of all) to hang over that Land; tor ſo 


| jt appeares to have been in the dayes of the Pro- "4 
| pher E/ay, who prophecying of a deſolarion ro fall | yi 
| Vpon the people of 1ernſalem and 14dah, as-is to lee | i }} 
| a. in Vip; 
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in theſe words : For loe the Lord of Hoſts will take 4- 
way from Ieruſalem and 1udah the ſtay and the ſtrength, 
ec. In the fifth verſe he laith, to the purpoſe I haue © 
in hand : The people ſhall be oppreſſed one of another, 
azd enery one by bu Neighbour: the children ſhall pre-| 
ſums againſt the ancient; and the vile againſt the honou- 
rable. Bur becauſe when theſe grievous linnes of 
opprefſion and vndutifulneſſedocexceede,it [tands 
the Magiſtrates in band firſt in themſelues to begin 
to reforme,and then to proceade not oneiy to make 
Lawes of reformation -for the cleanling of the 
| Chuxch and Common-wealth of their caormities, 
bur to proceede with all (cuerity and celerity vnto 
execution; and becauſe hereunto examples doe 
much prouoke, let me be bold a little ro lay downe 
before all, who are in place of Magiftracy vnder the 
ſupreame Magiſtrate, the example of that worthy 


_ | Gouernour YVehemiah : 7t i yet time , while then it is 


called to day (as is faid.) All you who would be ac- 


counted the Fathers of your Countries, reade him, 
and tollow him. Fathers muſt not be oppreſlors , 


| Fathers malt be helpers; comforters , and nouri- 


(hers of their Children: Fathers muſt not ſuffer op- 
preſſion in their Families, one Childe to oppretle 
another ; lo the Fathers ouer Churches and Com« 
mon-wea'thes, muſt not take vpon them thoſe pla- 
ces of honour and renowne for their owne credit, 
gaine, or eaſe, but to be good auer-ſeers of their 
people, caretu}l punilhers of oppreffion; and notto 
ſuffer (inaſmuch as in them lierh)one to oppreſle a- 
| nother, one to lay ouer-heauy yoakes or burdens, 
| one 


_ 
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| one vpon another. Nehemiah 5. 1; verſe,totheend 
of the 13. Reade it I beſeech you, marke it, make 
vſeof it, and God afliſting you, doeit; thewords 
are theſe. LT 

' Now there was agreat crie of the people, and of their 
wines agatnſt their brethren the 1ewes. 2, For there 
| were that ſaid, We, our Sonnes and our Daughters, are 
| many ; therefore we take op Corne, that we may eale, 
| and line. 3. And there were that ſaid, we mnſt.gage our 
| Lands, our Vinejards, and our Houſes , .and take wp 
Corne for the famine. 4. There were alſo that ſaid, we 
haze borrowed mont) for the Kings tribute pon our 
| Lands, and vpon our Vineyards. 5. And now oar fleſh 
is « the fleſh of our brethren, and our ſonnes as their 
|- | ſonnes, and loe ((aith he) we bring into ſabietiion our 
| ſownes and daughters as ſerwants, and there be of our 
daughters now in ſubiettion and there uno power in our 

hands ; for ether men hake our Lands, and our Fine- 
yards. 6. Then was 1 very angry, when 1 heard their 
ery, and theſe words. 7. And 1 thought in my mind, 
and I rebuked their Princes and Ralers, and ſaid unto 
| |chem; Telay burdens exery one vpon his brethren, and 
I ſet a great Aſſembly againſt them. 8. And 1 ſaid un- 
to them, We(accor ding ts onr ability)have redeemed our 
brethren the 1ewes, which were ſolde onto the Heathen, 
and will you ſell your brethren againe , or ſhall they be 
folde umto vs ? Them helae they their peare, and could 
not anſwere. 9. I ſaid alſo, that which you doe, is not | 
good ; ought you not to walke in the feare of Goa, for the | 
reproach of the Heathen our enemies ? 10. For 7,cuen 1, 
'my brethren and ſernants doe lend them money and 
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| borrow thee veſſels abroad of all thy neighbours, enip- 
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| corme: 1 pray you let os leaue off this burtnen. 11, Re- 


fore -ums them, 1 pray you, this dey their Lands,their | 
FVincyards , their Olines, and their houſes, and remit | 
the 109. part of the filuer , and of the corne , of the 

1ine,and of the Oyle that you exatt of them. 12.Then, | 


| It aid they, we will reitore it , and will not require it of | 


them : We will doe as thou haſt ſaid. Thew 1 called the 
Prieſts, and cauſed them to ſweare that they ſhould doc 
according ts this promiſe. 13. So, 1 ſhooke my lappe, 
and ſaid: $0, let God ſhake out enery man, that will not 
per forme thus promiſe, from his houſe, and from his la- 
bogs : ene thus let hin be ſhaken out and emptied. And | 
all the Congregation ſaid, Amen and prayſed the Lord, 
and the people did accor ding to thus promiſe : Oh bleſſed 
Ruler, 0 bleſſed People ; and ſo much for this point. 
Now felloweth, the Anſwer of the Propher to the 
Widdow, by way of conference together, which 
is a declaration of the meanes whereby the debt is | 
to be.payed, in theſe words: 

Verſe 2. Then Elizha ſaid unto ber ; hat fhall 
1 doe for thee f Tell mee, What hat thou at bome ? | 
end ſbe ſaid, Thine hand-maid hath nothmg at home, 
ſaue a pitcher of Ole. Verle 3. And be ſaid; Goe, 


tie wveffels, and ſpare wot. Verle 4. And when thou 
art come in, thou ſhalt {hut the doere pon thee , and 
Vpon thy ſennes, and powre out into all theſe veſſels, 
and ſet aſide theſe that are fall. | : 

In this anſwer to her comptaint by the Prophet, | 
there aretwo things to be obſlerued : Firft, a Que- | 


ſtion: Secondly, a Counlaile. The queſtion, two- | . 
fold: | 


— --- — 


t0 reſtore Debrors. 


fold : Firſt,yhat ſhall I dee for thee ? Secondly,What 
haſt thou at home, g3c. The Counſaile, Gee, and bor- 
row thee weſſels abroad, (+6. From the Prophets ©x- 
ample, wee areto oblerue a generall poynr for our 
Þ:«Ctife(wiz.) The care that he had ouer the poore 
widdow , which appeares in his firft demaund ; 
What ſhall 1 doe for thee ? We ought to doe thelike, 
| a queition molt firtor all tathers of Countries, Ci- | 
ties, and Common-wealths ; For all the reverend | 
Fathers of Churches, as Biſhops, Paſtors,and Teca- 
chers, yea, forall whom it concernes to be as the 
Eares, Eyes, Mouth, Hands, Feete, and what not, 
for the poore fatherleſle, the Rtranger, the oppreſ- 
ſed, the widdow,and who are no way able to helpe 
or ſpeake for themſelues, Such a one was 1ob 
was (ſaith he) the Eyes to the blinde,and 1 was the feet 
tothe lame; 1 Was 4 Father nts the peore, and when 
1 knew not the cauſe, I ſearched it ont diligently, 7 
brake alſs the iawes of the onrighteous man,and plucks 
the pray ont of his mouth : This is, to doe tor the op- | 
prefſed, not barely to ſpeake for ; and yet in ſome 
reſpect, ſpeaking may be doing , as this-very 
ſame Prophet, in a care hee had for the woman of 


ouer him in his trauaile : He ſaid to his man in theſe 
words, Verſe 13. Thew he ſaid to bin. (that is, to 
his man) ſay onto her now ; Bchold, thou haſt hag all 
this great care ouer Vs: What ſhall wee ave for thee ? 
Is there any thing to be ſpoken for thee to the King, or 
to the Captaine of the Hoſte ? Vnder which words, | 


Shuyerr., and in part of requitall of her kinde care | 


peaking for and doing, arc ioyned together,as of like 
TEA... 'nature/ 
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nature and condition-: asalſo, the Miniſters of the 


"-IY 


_—y 


Golpell, men of Law ia the caſes of their Clients, 
| who in no wiſeare to ſpare to Gods inthe caule | 
of the diſtreſſed, whac repulle ſocuer they haue ; 
ſo it be according to <quitie, whoſe {peaking may 
be (being throughly and feaſonably performed, in 
a caſe of iuftice and iudgement) as a deed done;ftor: 
certainly words auaile not , where decdes are not : 
| Deedes are the teitifications of a truicfull and liue- 
ly faith, which faith, sf it haue no deedes, is dead in 
4 ſelfe. So faith the Apoſtic Jamrs : For if a bre- 
ther, or a fiſter, be naked, and deititute of daily food, 
and one of you ſay to them. ; Depart in peace , warme 
Jour ſelues, and fill your bellies , notwuh;tanding yee 
| gtue them not thoſe things that are needfull for the bo- 
| dy, What helpeth it ? Enen ſo the faith, if it haue no 
| workes, i deadinit ſelfe. But this ſpecch of the Pro- 
 phet, doubtletſ:, was powertu'l and fruicfull ; Bare 
words would have done to: her ſmall comfort ; 
| they were then, and arc now, Deedes that mult 


| cheare vp the hearts of the aiti.cted ; or, (as.I may 
ſay) words that carry decdes with them,as theſe of 
the Prophets : hat ſhall 1 doe for thee? Bur , alas, 
wordes tending to-the good ot the poore, eſpecial- 
ly in cafes of ſuit, are growne to fo high a rate , as 
they can bardly reach. 
Bur ler each party that reades this , vpon views 
raking of the {ſender deedcs of charitie that theſe 
dayes aftoord, (eſpecially where the Lawyer mult 


]be vſed in rhe helping of the diſtrefled, and opprel-| 


led, ro his right) let him not weigh wich himſelſe 
; what 


— 


| 


————_—_ — 
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what the World doth, but ler him fee into the ex” 
ample of this Prophet , what himſelfe ſhould doe, 
| and doe it ; and hauing conlidered what, when,to 
whom, and in what kinde hee may doe good , let} 1 
him reſolutely , and ſpeedily, az occation ſerueth, : 
doe it: For true is the Proverbe , 24 cito dat, bis | 
aat , He giueth two gifts at once, who giueth one f 
ſpeedily : and ler Solomon herein be thy diretor, . , 
who teach:th thus ; Say mot onto thy neighbour, Goe, Prou.z.18. r 
and come againe, and to morrow will 1 gine thee, if | 
this now haue it. Be notas the Prieſt, and Lewite, Luke 10.36, 
to him char fell among Theenes ; the one of them, 24th 3 4: 
making daintie to give ſo much as the calt of the | 
eye; the other, though croſhng the way to looke 
on him, yer not ſparing a word of comfort tothe —_ 
{diſtrefled ; both of them leaning him he)p'cfle; | | 
Bur with che good Samaritaxe,goe to him,and doe | 16 
to him (as the Prophet ſaith) hat ſhall 7 doe for | hi” 
thee? And as it fulloweth, 34. Verſe ; Hee came| - 
meere to him, he had compaſſion of him, he bound wp hs 
wonnads, bee powred in Ole, and Wine, and put bin. 
on bis owne beaſt, and brought him 1s an Inne\, and j; 1h 
wade prouifion for hin.., to the «nd, ec. Thus, Þpon hf 
the proffer ot a poore man thar wants thy helpe, | 
| when God will make proofe of thy faith,according | 
ro "thy truitfu'neſſe in mercy ; bethinke thee then | 
with this Prophetr, and ſay : What (hall I doe for - il 4 | 
ſuch a one for his relicte? and doeit ; for aſſure thy * 1 
{ſelife, what faire (her ſoeuer thou makeſt in the Wil 
profeſſion of the Goſpel , denoting thy (:Ife to all 4 if 
holy exerciſes of faith and holineſſe, without works | WF | 
28 Gn. | oft: Wit 
an =" 
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of mercie to teſtifie the ſame, woekullis thy profel- 
fion : far, as Saint 1ames ſaith, Pure Religion, and wy- 
defiled before God , even the Father , « this ; Toviſit 
the Fatherleſſe, and Widdowes in their aducr ſitie, and 
to keepe bimſelfe onſpotted in the Warld, 

Seeing then wee can no furcher approue oyr 
ſelues to God, then wee finde and teele our hearts 
inclinable to pitty, and mercy, and ſuch other 
fruits of the ſpicit, and to the vareuocably, relo- 
lute execntion 'ef them ; becaule it s not enough 
co thinke, purpoſe, and reſolue to doe good , but 
we muſt do it, 

Let cuery one, great and (mall , make a holy 
anda good vſe of this poinc, examining our lelues, 
' what we hauc beene formerly, what we (hould be, 

and how vnaprt and vnready wee haue beene and 
' areto that hich we {ould both be, and doe : and 
 asthou feeleſt thine errour ,fiaving out thine vn- 
merciful! and hard heart,how vnready to doe any 
| good to the pooreand needy , how ttrait a hand 
thou haſt heid over thy Tenants, thy Worke- 
men, thy Seruants, thy Debtors, and all other 
thy poore Neighbours ; making alwaies gaine 


Vis odor eft ex" re qualibet) to be thy godiinfle, 
| acknowledge thy leite , and lay downe thine owne 
wayes, as Daxid did, before the Lord in thele 
words: 1 hawe declared my wayes, and thos hear deft 
mee ; for God loueth men when they can confctle 


as in touch of canſcience,to ſay as it is in /#b,ſpeak- 


——— — 


—— 


outof the dung-hill (with him that ſaid, Zucrs ſu-| 


; 


againſt themſelues their ſinnes with remorſe , and: 


ing 


—_—_— 
— 


— i 


| balfe of my goods 1 doe giue to the poore : aud if 1 baue 
K | ; 


O 1 


ingin the perſon of a true Conuert : 7 hawe ſinned, 
and peruerted righteouſneſſe, and it doth no way profit 
mee. And hauing gone thus farre in examining 
thy ſeife , both of what thou haſt beene in former 
time, with a diſlike of the ways of ſinne, wherein 
thow before thy effeftuall calling walkedſi, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe thy finnes of cruell, hard, rigorous, and 


fo reſtore Debtors. 
| 


vamercitull dealing with all men ; as alſo, if thou 


and tattered ragges of wor!dlineſſe , which thou | 
diddeſt weare in the dayes of thineoppreflion, and 
cruelty, at what time thy money, thy lands, thy / 
cattle,thy corne,were as thy gods:and doelſt on the | 
other {ide delfire to be mercitull, and tender hear- | 
ted, putting vpon thee a new livery, euen the robe 
of Chrifts righteouſneſle,and the livery garment of 
Chriſt Ieſus himſelfe, in all tender compaſhon, 
then ſhale chan, vpon this ſodaine change of thy | 
affeions, bethinke thy ſelfe, ang ſeeke how thou 
mayeſt from henceforth with thy wealth, money, 
lands,and living, doe good to the Church , to the 
Common-wealth,to the poore, nfilerable,and nee- | 
dies how thou mayeſt*beltow thy goods to the 
.reftoring of the decayed , ſetting art libertie the 
| poore, that are indebted, out of hard bondage,and 


' impriſonment : Then with Zacehevs, (asit is writ- Luke 19.8. 


ten of him) ſo ſoone as 74/ws bath raken vp his 


* | Todging in thy keart, as hee did in Sacchews houle | 
| and heart, alſo thou wilt notthinoke it any loſſeftor | 


thee to ſay, and doe as hee did : Lord, Behold, the 


takes | 


findeſt in thee a delire to be ridde of all thoſe olde| - 
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| and pray withall, and ſay : Lord, thou that haſt ſet 


jo leaue them..,, and haſt made thems, by the word of thy 


>| COrruptions , then ſhall neicher Idolatry nor Blaſ- 


| Magiſtrates, or Miniſters, no'malice , no murde- 


A ſoueraigne Oyle, 


taken from. any man by forged cauillation , 1 refore 


thou findelt ic hard for thee to pertorme, and art 
driven to ſay with Paul : For to will « preſent with 
mee, but 1 finde no meanes to performe that which & 
| g08d,erc. Goe on yer ſtill,and lay downe,as betore, 
[thy wants,and weakenefſes,neuer giue ouer tocon- 
( fefſe againſt thy ſelfe, againſt thy beſt=bzloued lin, 


at libertie the fete of the lame , haſt commannded the 
fickneſſes and diſeaſes of men and women to depart and 


mouth, whole and ſound , to 92 and walke about their 


4#d adulterons ſoule , poſſeſſed with a legion of on- 
c'eane Denills : and 1 ſay to thee, and baſeech thee, with 


be-healed, cleanſed , and: delivered from the power of 
| ſinne : ſet my ſoule at libertte, and giue me thine hoiy 
Spirit, then ſpall 1 be free : For, as the Apoitle Paul 
fatth : Where the Spirit of the Lord &, there « libertie, 
yea perfeft and full libertie indeed. Then,and neucr 
before (hiirthou be able to preuaile againſt all thy 


| phemy, nor Sabboth-breaking , no Rebcl!ion, n& 
| diſhonourable account of thy naturall Fathers, of 


him. fouresfeld, exc. But in thus beeing minded, if 


| affuures : ſo 1come tothee, O Father, I come to thee for | 
my ſicke, ſinnefwull, leprous,hlinde, halt, lame .conctoua, 


the Centurion, ſpeake thou the word onely, and I ſhall | 


ring affeions,.no deceit, no adultery ; then ſhall 
neither {inne nor Sathan preuaile over thee, to thy 


h deſtrution. Acknowledge God mightie in mercy, 


* and. 
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to reſtore, Debtors. | 


— — — — 


and ſay co him in Prayer from thy heart : Lord, ſay F 


Lord to mee , ſpeake but the word , and commaund my , 
heart to feare thee, commuund thou my ſonle and body 
to lean off to doe enill , and to doe the thing that is inſt | 
and pright, and 1 know 1 ſhall feare thee. Yea, with 


the Prophet Dawid fay to God as he ſaid; 7 will,yea Plal.r1g.y.z2 


1 ſhall, runne the way of thy Commanundements , when 
thou fhalt enlarge my heart. And let thy louinz kind- 
neſſe come to mee, and thy ſaluation, according to thy 
promiſe. And in this thy asking, make ſure to thy 
ſelte, that thou mayeſt be able to charge God with 
his promiſe, and that thou art of thein ro whom 
all Gods promiſes doe appertaine, that ſo thou 
mayeſt be able to ſay and pray to thy Lord God 
with feeling, as Dawid, and doubtlefſe thou ſhalt 
finde a comfortable change vpon this thy thus ex- 
amining, and further proceeding with thy ſelte in 
torme aforeſaid. | 

Now it followeth ; What haft thou at home ? 
Whereof, as briefely as I may, and fo to the An- 
{were of the Widdow, and the Counſaile of the 
Prophet vpon this her anſwer. Wherein , as well 
may be gathered out of the Prophets words follow- 
ing her Anſwer, this, in the 3. and 4. Verſes, that 
each perſon that is indebted, is, out of that which 
remaines ouer and aboue his ordinary prouiſion 


for meat, drinke, and neceſſary apparel], to make |, 


ftate of _the reſt, ro the Creditours beſt behoote, 
without further fraud, couin , or deceit : This al- 
waies reſerued, that nothing of preſent vſe, where- | 
in reſts the continuing cftate of preſent lite, - as 

| mcat, 
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| meat,drinke, and neceſſary apparrell is ro be taken, 


away, or detained trom him : and to that purpoſe 
| ſpeakes Moſes : If thou lend money to my people , that 
| 15, to the poore with thee , thou ſhalt pot be as yp V= 
[arer to him. , yee ſhall not eppreje hinu with F ſury. | 
26. If thou take thy Neighbours rayment to pledze, 
thow ſhalt reftore ut before the Sunne goe downe.2 7.For 
that is his cornering onely, and this ts his garment for bs 
Shinne : Wherein ſhall hee fleepe ? Therefore when 
he crieth onto mee , I will heave bim_, for 1 am merci- 
|foll. Doubtleſſe, the Prophet did not aske her, of + 
her eſtate, to the end hce might fleece her to his / 
owne behoofe, as the preſent age of this World| 
doth, that is, to lye in wait tor aduantage, and (o 
| long as there remaines any fleth at all vpon the | 


| bone to picke, yeaſo long with the Crowes, Ca- | | 


; dowes,Kites,and Cormorants in the World, to be 
praying vpon it: But, asaman of God, by godly | 
 counſaule, in due (caſon , taking occaiion to helpe | 
her diſtrefled eſtate, and our of that her ſma!l tore 

that remained, he aduiles her in the fteare of God, | 


| and ioynes with her vnto God, that as by his ſpe- | 


; clall belpe (when all heipes taile) hee will (as the e-. 
| uent [hewes he did) fo vouchelate her deliuerance, 
out of this her preſent pricte , to the glory of his | 


children ; as alſo, ro the continuance of her Hul- | 
bands good report, in the fuil ſatisfaftion of the | 
Creditor. Hee doth not herein, as the men of the | 
World in their ſelte-!oue 5 narrowly ſearching by | 
' themlelues, and their [pics , taRtors tor that pur- | 


owne name, the comfort of her , and credit of her | 


poſe, * 


a 


 toreſtore Debtors. 


aa 


poſe, where and whence any gaine,neuer ſo courſe, 
vile, bale, [hucking, and abhominable, is ro be had 
and gotten, viually to lay hold of i: He doth not 
enquire of chat ſmall remainder the had,to buy it | 
of her tor lictle or naught, taking occaſion of her 
| necefſitie, tharatterwards he might make his boaſt | 
| of his great penniwofths : For this is the World; | 
happy is hee that can ouer-reach others in bargai- | 
ning, that can buy cheape, and ſell:deare, hauing 
a tongue that can change note vpona ſodaine : as 
before he buy the thing, when he ſees commodity 
to be had, to ſay it is naught, the time ſerues not, it 
will decay in your hand; tne longer you keepe it 
the lefſe you will make of it;the ſooner you make it 
oft, the better : bur having laid wait tor it by ſome 
other(it his owne per{walton will not preuaile)and 
ſo by cunning ſleight, at the laſt hauing got it into | 
his hands then, at an jnſtant, it is good, and very 

g00d, and ſo according to the perſon that enioy- 
eth any matter of commoditie, the price to be, as 
doubtleſle it is and may well be in ſome caſes, the: 
things with the circymſtances and perſons well 

weighed, Salomon to the like purpoſe ſpeakes of 
the craftie and deceiuable falhions of the World, 


| 
buyer ; but when he « gone apart, he boaſleth : $0 doe | 
[men in theſe dayes,(dinne and 1niquitie hauing got | 


\the vpper h+nd,) they finne, and that egregiovily,| | 


in whar kind (ſ{uppole it) whatſocuer, as the Pro-| 
'pher 1/ay ſaith ; They declare their ſtnnes,as Sodome, | 


| and hide them not : But this Prophet in/his demand | | 


| x. H 2 | ot 
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where hee faith : 1: & naught , it is pane ht , ſaith the | Prou.20.14, 
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| of the Widdow what {hee had at home , doth it | 

| | | wholly with reſpect of thecare he had to relieve the | 
| Widdowes diſtrefle by his counſel! , and by whar | 
comfortable manner he might indeed pertorme the | 
' ame. In whole example relts a good inſtruction | 
for all whom in ſuch a caſe it may concerne, eſpe-| 
.cially the very Creditor himſelte, becauſe this Scrip- | 

| ture is occupyed wholly in the things concerning 
. the Creditor and the Debtor, that hee doe not by 
| caſting his eye roo much vpon what his poere | 
Debtor hath left, (bauing nothing left, but what 
' muſt ſerue preſent neceſſity perhaps ) to luſt after 
it, and to ſecke to wind it wholly out of his hands 
' to his owne vie; but he muſt rather forget himſelfe, 
and ſct vp all his thoughts how that which remai- 
'neth may be diſpoſed of to the mutuall good of 
| them both, according as God may bleſle ic in time 
| ' to both their goods, —— rather to loole all his 

| debr, then ſo hardly to draw from the poore diſtreſ- 

\ | ſed man that thing, the loſſe whereof cannot but 
| withall hazard his life. There be that make godli- 
' neſle, in the protefſion thereof, to be a very large 
 cloake to gaine by; bur ſuch perſons are condem- 
ned as hypocrites, according as the Prophet Efay | 

| ſers them downein their colours; {ceking as it were 
'to out-face God, by iuſtifying their holy Faſts a- 
 gainſt him, when indeede there was nothing but 
cruelty in their hearts, and vnmercitulneſle in their 
| Ffay 53.3. | eedes: Wherefore bane we faſted,and thou ſeeſt it not? 

| | (lay they) ox the one ſide we haue puniſhed our ſelucs, 
1 aud thou regaradeff it net: the Lord an{weres them n | 
: a ivit! , 
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a iuſt ludge and ſearcher of their hearts : Behold, | 
'1n the day of your faſt you will ſceke your will (laith the 
Lord)and require 4 your debts: As it he would ſay; 
The true fatt that I make reckoning of, is to faſt 
from your owne gaine, and teſtifying it by relea- 
fing of your poore Debtors of the ſtraight bonds 
you have them in : and thus much tor that point. 
Onely I addethis with the Apoſtle Panl; God loweth > Cor.gs 7. 
a chearefall giner, to (tirre thee vp, that whatſoeuer 
thou doeſt in any worke of Chriftian comphaffion 
tothy Neighbour, to doe it treely and chearefully, 
knowing that what thou docſt ſo, thou doelt it to 
the Lond who will recompence it apaine, as Salo- 
109 (aith : He that hath mercy wpon the poore, lendeth Prou.tg.17. 
zo the Lord, and the Lord will recompence him that he 
hath 7iuen. And thus hauing ſer downe that both 
the Debtor and the Creditor are each to reſpeCt 0- 
ther , according to the rule of Chriſtian equity z I 
[wil] proceede to the anſvere of the Widdow,with 
| the Prophets replie, wherein he counſels her what | 
'to doe for her reliefe, vpon that poore remainder | 
' of her Piccher of Oyle: Her anſwere in the end of | 
| the ſecond verſe; Thins Hawd-maide hath nothing at 
home [ane 4 Pitcher of Oyle. 
| Ttappearesinthe holy Scriptores that Oyle was 
| of ſpeciali vſe, and thereafter alſo in great requeſt, 
and according to their ſeuera!l vies , ſo the kindes 
were ſundry, ſome ſeruiceable vnto the ſacrifices, 
| ſome to the annointing of Kings, Prieſts, and Pro- 
| phers, ſome other to the chearipg and refrething of 


' mens countenances, ſome more coramon to _ 
| H 3 ſeruice 
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| Lewt.2,15- 


1 Sam,10-1, 
\ 


Plal.104. 15, 


4 


Mat.6.17. 


1 Kin? 17-12, 


" Mat.$.19.30. 


A ſoueraigneOyle, | 


—— 


ſervice of their cakes, or bread. making, inſtead of 


| Other /iquour, to char of ſacrifices as Moſes prelcri- 
' beth : After, thou ſhalt put Oyle wpon u, and lay tn- 


ceuſe thereon, for it 1s a meate offerinz. In the annoin- 
ting of Kings, it is ſaid z Toen Samuel tooke a Vial 
of Oyle, and poured it vpon Sauls head, gc. For the 
chearing of the heauy countenance: It 1s ſaid; And 

, wine that maketh glad the heart of man:and allo 1n the 
92. Pſalme and the 10. And 7 /pall be annointed with 
freſh Ole: Ole that makethyhe face to ſhine, And to this 
' our Sauiour oppoſeth ſowre lookes, when he ſaith, 
to the beating downe of hypocrilie in religious falts; 
But when thou faſteſt, annoint thine hrad,cyc. to com- 
mon vles, where the Widdow of Sareptah ſaidero 
Eliah:. As the Lord thy God liveth, I haue not a cake but 
 exen 4 hanafull of meale in a barrell, and a little ojle n 
acrnſe: Ot this Oyle, which appeares to be ot the 
moſt vſuall and common kinde,theehad buta ſmall 
quanticy, farre vnfir to pay debt withall, cuen. one 

 poore Pitcher of Oyle. | 

Bur thus doth God moſt viſually deale with his 
deareſt feruants , to bring them very low, yea, to 
beggars eftare; wherein our Sauiour himlelte did 
leeme to walke, and that to (peciali purpoſe: firſt, 
to teach that his Kingdome was not of this world, 
neither came he to abound with earthly riches, as 
; wherehee afhrmes to the Scribe, The Foxes haue | 
\ holes, and the Birds of the Ayre hawe neſts, but the Son | 
| of man hath not where to lay hg head : which alſo he 
; doth as to another and ſecondend, that is, toteach. 
| his Dilciples aor to ſet vp their reſt in him,as mg | 
ope 
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| 


hope to obtaine,as from iim,eicther profits, proms* ; 
/ | tions, Or pleaſures, here on the earth ; bur rather to 
{ Tooke vpwar.) to Heaven, and there ſtring their at-| 
; fections where he is, to lecke the endlefle comforts | 
of eueriaſting ioy, according to which purpoſe, the | 
, Apoſtle Pau! ſpeaketh.1.1f ye be riſen then with Chriſt, C1.z.1.1, 
' feeke thoſe thinss which are aboue, where Chriſt ſitteth | 
, 48 the 11291 hand of God. 1. Set your affettions on things 
| which are abouc, and not on things which are on earth, | 
| ( faith he.) Which whiie{t men [hall feeke ro doe. 
vntained.y, it cannot pothbly be auoyded, bur that 
by how much they {hall hnde out his goodnef(e in 
| {ma'i things, by ſo much the more their tongues | 
| {hall be occationed to acknowiedge the grearnefle - 
| | of his power, Maieſty, and mercy towards them, 
and (0 hnally to recurne the praiſe of them all ro. 
| | him agiine. Which is a ſpeciall vie that we muſt 
| | make ot this point (iz. that although weeare, 
| poore, not to efteetne the more meanely of our | 
- | ſeiues, as in Gods preſence,conlidering that he harh 
| ſent his owne Sonne our Lord and Maſter Chrift 
|  Jeſw5,in a baſe eſtate, to fulfi]l his ſeruice here vpon 
earth, to his glory and our good, vnto whom as his 
ſeruants wee to contorme our ſelves, are not to ac- 
count of it as any diſparagement art all. Thele lc{- | 
ſons are to be laboured vpon, very much : firithte 
corrupt iudgement of the Worid,which doth make | 
reckoning of men who are poore, needy, in debred, 
and out of credit with the War'd, to be no other-. 
; wiſe with God; belides (the feare that many men 
haue to fail into pouerty thereby ) keeping _ | 
/ rom 
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A ſoueraigne Oyle,\ © 


from the performing of the iy of mercy and 


uit dealing, ariſing trom the grear fiſtruſt char is in 
them to God-ward , becaule of the care ouer their 
owne: Theſe two are mightily to be withſtood, vp- 
on this point, that this poore widdow had no more 
then on? ppore pitcher of Oyle. ; 
But now to proceede, to {hew to what end the 
Propher would know what {he had at home, which 
was doubtles to this end, that he might aduile her, 
as alſo deale for her with God,-how our of that lit- 
tle which ſhee had remaining, ſome releaſe of her 
lelfe from care and priefe, as alſo ſome ſatisfaCtion 


of the Creditor might be wrought ; and indecde 
that is the maine point that oucr.ſpreaderh ut ſelfe 
in this Treatiſe ( viz. ) Debcs (tn ail that poſhibly 
may be) muſt be paide. m_ 

To the ſpeeding whereunto, one generall point 
is te be obſerued vpon the Prophets counſelling of 
her, as in part hath beene laide downe betore, arid, 
ir doth concerne principally all Miniſters, and as 


| 


ttand vp as in Gods behalfe, to miniſter words of | 


| 


| 
| 


| 


divine and holy comfort to all Gods afflicted peo- 
ple, and that in dueſeaſon : Tothe which purpole 
the Prophet E/ay doth inthe perſon of Chriſt 1e/#s 
himſelte the true comforter, repreſent them who 
arecalled to the Miniſtery of Gods Word. The Lord | 
God hath ginen me ((aith he) 4 tongne of the learned, 
that 1 ſhould know to miniſter a word in time to hi 
that is weary; that is, to him who is any way diſtre(- 
ſedin conſcience, or-opprelled by affli&ion and m1- 
} ſerie, 
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from them all other Chriſtians ; the Minilters ro 
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ſerie, and that ſo wearyed comes to me: a 


| nd of this 
| mercy of God in Chriit, the'Miniſters ſhould be a- ! 
ble, as trom not onely knowledge out of the Word 
| of God, but vpon experience allo, to ſpeake com-| 
fortably to the ſouies of the people. The Apolle 
Paul ſpeakeyh to that purpole,when he ſaith hich 
comforteth 0s tn all aur tribulation, that wee maybe able 
to comfort them who are in any afflict1on, by the comfort 
| wherewith we our ſelues are comforted of God; for as 
| the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in ws, ſo our conſolation 
aboundeth throwgh Chriſt, The likeis ſaid of Chritt : 
For in that hee ſuffered ana was tempted, hee is able to 
| ſuccour them that are tempied. What comtort alſo 
| the people doe reape trom the Minifters, they are 


which are vnder any heauineſle or affliction; and 
this is the generall point. to be oblerucd vpon the 
| Prophets counſell-giutag to the Widdow: Now let 
Vs 4 the counſell it ſeife. | 
And he ſaid, goe borrow theg veſſels abroad of all thy 
Netzhbours, empty veſſels, and pare not. 4. And when 
thou art come inthou ſhalt ſhut the doore pon thee,and 
won thy ſonues, and poure out intowll cheſs veſſels, and 
{et aſide thoſe that are full. The generall obleruation 
1n this counſell of the Propher, and the putting it 
in practiſe by the Widdow,1s this: All perſons,in all 
caſes of extreamity, are mutually to aide and affiſt 
each other,in the reftoring of any decayed amongſt 
them;as here firſt the Prophet in his counſel-giuing, 
then Neighbaurs in cheir lending, the Widdow | 
in her working, together by her ſonnes, vpon the 
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2 Cor.,1,4.5* 


Heb,2.18. 


emptie 4g 


1 Cor.12.25, 
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Rom.13. 4.5. 


A ſoueraigne ( Ole, 


empric veſſels of Oyle, her fonnes in going vp and 
dowae, fetching, carrying, pouring out ot the tull. 
veſſel}, ſorting , and ſetting alide the empty trom 


way of (imilitude, in the Epiſtle to the Rowans, | 
where the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the Church in Chri/t, | 
as of the members in one body, ſaith ; For as we | 


not one office; ſo we being many, are one body in Chriſt, | 
and eucry one anothers members: and as one member | 
in the naturall body, according as it is in want and 
weakeneſle , is co be reſpetted with care by that o- ) 
ther which is aboue ir in power, and ability ; ſo it 
ought to be much more in the myltical] body of | 
Chrift 1eſus, who aremucually ro ferue one another 


| [in,loue, But chat the members ſhould hane the ſame 
care one for another(ſaith the Apofile:) 26. There- | | 


fore if one membir ſuffer, alt ſuffer with it; if one nuem- | 


/ 


ber be had in honour , all the members retoxce withett ; 
and to this purpole each perſon and thing,in Gods | 
prouidence, are ordayned for the ſuccour and t&- | 
liefe of his Children vader the Croſle, Thus God | 


wrought for Dawid by 1onathan, by Ionathans boy, | 


and by the arrowes that 7onathay {hot beyond the | 
marke, for rhe informing ot Dauid how Saul ftood | 


afteted rowards him, each perſon and thing wor- | . 
king ropgether tor _—"— deliucry out of the mas» | 


licious hands of Saw/, wo ſought his vtter onter- | 


throw. It this were duely obſcrued by a!l,that none, | 
{ no, not the mightieſt can ſtand alone by rhemſclues |- 


without helpe, in caſeot extreamity,it would make | 
| EIT: them- | 
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the tull, to ow 2g ends: And this is taught by | 


\haue many members in one body, and all members haue 
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them more careful},and ready to relieue each other 
in their miſeries. | 


vpon the knowledge thereot to remember our 
ſe}\ues how dead ſpirited, and dull we have b:en in 


on to goe to God by, and in, prayer, tor the graci- 
ous a{hſtance of his holy Spirit, thereby to quicken 
vs vp vnto a further and more compaſhonare care 
in all Chriſtian loue, to and for the good of others, 
bor the time to come. 5 

Now where he ſaith, Gor, and borrow thee weſfels 
abroade, of all thy Neighbours,empty weſſels, and ſpare 
not ; or not a few, but 45 many as thou mayeſs get, that 
there be no want of veſſels to workeints ; The Prophets 
counſeli as a command from God, doth animate 
and encourage the,W.iddow to vie all her Neigh- 
bours, as helpers with her vnto this her reftoring a- 
gaine: Wherein give mee leaue by the way to ſet 
downe trom the Prophets counſelling of the Wid- 


| dow, and the Widdow her acceptance of his coun- 


ſell, and putting it in prafiſe, with the happy ſuc- 
ceſle of the ſame, this vndoubred truth ; thar is, 
who fo heares the Prophets, Apoftles, and Mini- 
 ſters of God, teaching them the way to cuerlaſting 
lite, by 7e/us Chriſt alone, the onely doore thercun- 
to, and thar by the written Word of God, the holy 
| Scriptures, lo called, muſt ſo heare them, receive 
| them, and beieeve them andtheir dodrine, as in 


_ | full perſwafion of their hearts that what they haue 
 heard,and doe heare,is the very ſpeech of God him- | 
| ſelfe, 2% 
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The vſe then that is to be made of thispoint is,| + 


former times Þo diſcharge this duty, and thercup-| 
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| A ſoueraigne Oyle, ' 


ſelte, as our Sauiour Chriſt Jeſus alſureth his Diſci- 
ples, when he ſaith; He hat heareth you, heareth me ; | 
and he that deſpiſeth you, aeſpiſeth me; and'he that deſpi- | 
ſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me, The wantthen ot | 
(ſuch hearers and thus hearing, is 1t that cauſes ſo 
[ircle praRiſe in doing the will of God; tor many,it 
' not the moſt, doe heare, but doe not: This is the 
| cauſe why Papiſme, Athicſme, Tyrkiſme, Heathe- 
'niſme, yea, Sathaniſme, the fulneſfle of all linne, 
'{ O woe is meto layit ) doth fo faſt and ſpeedily 3 
7Zrcepe into, and grow vp inthe Land, threatning | ' 
' from day to day, as we grow worſe and worſe, the 
\remouall of the glorious light of the Goſpel,which 
| God forbid,outof this our moſt glorious,glittering, 
and golden Qandleſticke of the Church of Gpd, 
'in this our happy England. Oh happy lons , to his 
good pleaſure , may it be, yea. ſs happy, as that the 
glorious light of the Goſpell that maketh it to ſhine 
ſo eloriouſly, may be ſo farre from ener being ex- 
tinzniſhed , as that it may be rather like to the light 
of the righteous , whereot Sa/omen ſpeaketh, when 
he ſaith ; The way of the righteous ſhineth, as the liz ht, 
that ſhineth more and more onto the perfect day: ſo 0h 
Lord, if it ſeeme good in thine eves, let not this light of | 
ours, how outragiouſly ſocuer the wicked enemies, both 
without and within the Land, doe oppoſe themſelues to it 
to extinguiſh it : letit not O Lord, be euer put out, untill 
; that per felt and euerlaſting Sonne of rizhteouſne(/e, 
| Chriſt Teſus himſelfe doe come triumphantly in the | | 
| cloudes to make afull end of all! for the accompliſhment | 
| whereof, let every one that waites for, and loues his ap+ 
fprearinp, 


 — 
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Amen; Euen ſobe it: Lord, ſobe it. | 

But now to returne to our Widdow againe, 
Had not the Prophers Counſaile wrovghtin her,as 
the commaund oi God himlelfe , and thar by his 
ſpeciall inftin& through taith,and animating or in- 
couraging of her, to the viing of her neighbours, 
ſhe might haue beenediſhartened at his Counſaile, 
in willing her to goe to her neighbours , and to 
borrow of them : Alas, {he might haue ſaid to her 
ſelte; No neighbour will lend me ought, they will 
be jealous of me, that I ſhon!d makeir away ;z and 
becauſe my debr is ſa great already , I may perith 
before I get ought : Nay, this is the covrle of the 
World,they will anſwer negatively,and by way of 


betore euer I aske : Burt if I doe aske, they haue 
their Anſwere ready: Nay truely, | cannot lend, 


| pearing, ſay with mee, Come Lord leſs, come quickly, *Tn.4. | 


preuention ; they will diſcourage me from asking,/ 


TI hane ſworne tothe contrary , I have bound my 
- | felfe in bonds, I haue promiled all my friends, not | 


—— 
EI ena —tn——— Ce COTS NECEGITITY 


| ledge of walking in that go'\den meane , betweene | 


|rwo. cxtreames-:; Or elle they will ({\not with the! 


' Prophets minde, but for their owne gaine) aske of 
me, what I have, if I have a faire pawne, a pledge, | 

or 4 ſurerie, perhaps ſomewhat may be had : or it | 
| have any thing to ſell out-right, they will then try 
their friend to- buy it, if they may have a penni: 
worth, or if I will vſe reaſon : Now this reaſon,vp; 
| on. extremity; you muſt vnderſtand 1s as much as | 


little or nothing : For it is commonly held , that 
thole 
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[to lend : So farre are men from the true knows | 
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Luke 1.18. 


- Prophet (as thus : ) Alas, might ſhe haue ſaid,whar 


\| what good will emptic veſſels doe mee ?-mine 


A ſoueraigne Oyle, - 


' thoſe goods of the decayed, though as good as th< 
' Rich mans euery way for vaiue,and price,yet being 
| in a ruinated, decayed, and a poore broken mans 
; hands, is worth ſome fourth part or lefle perhaps: | 
' This is the faſhion of the World,whereunto euery 
| man faſhionerh himſelte ; that is, rather to keepe 
him downe, that is downe ; or, it not downe , buy 
| going in the way , to beat him downe aitogether, 
rather then co helpeto raiſe him vp againe. 
This is onediſcouragement,that might bave (tai- 
'ed this Widdow , (eſpecially had the lived in this 
Ironor fteely age of ours)trom following the good 
' Prophets Counſaile : Another ſtay, (ariting alſo 
- from the frailty of an vnbelceving heart) had not 
God wrought faith in her, might haue ſtopped her 
courſe ot being contented to be direftcd by rhe 


ſhou!d I doe thus troubling ſo many of my neigh« 
 bours,in borrowing ſo many empty veſlels? Why, 


owne poore pitcher of Oyle is not able to fill it 
ſelfe, how then [hail it be able co fill any one 0- 
ther, much lefſe ſo many as may amount to the 
'priceor value of my debt ? | 
| Vntaithfulnes, or diftruit in God, is able to diſcou- 


- rage flelh '& bloud from viing meanes ſeeming vn-' 


likely ro mans conceitzyea,it hath bred great doubt- 
tulneſſe in the very deare children of God, yea, {o 


3 tar it hath prevailed, asthat they have expoſtulated 


the matrer with Gods meſſengers, as in a thing not | 
poliibly to be effeed:as that of Zachary,about the! 
; = birth 
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birth of 7ohn Baptiſt, where he reaſons with the An- 
gel thus : Then ſais Zacharias to the Angell , Where- 
by ſhall 1 know thus , for 1 am an olde man,and my wife 
u of preat age? Lixewile the blefſed Virgin Marie, | 
pon the ſalutition of the Angel, Verſe 28 where Luket.28.31, 
the Angel cercifics her, that the ſhall concerne , and | 
beare a ſorne ; in the 34. Verſe, ſhee enquiresof 34: vere: 
him abuur the poing : How ſhall this be (laith ſhee) y 
; ſeeing 1 know not man ?.T his troubled the bleſſed Wm 
Virgin greatly , as is ſer downe in the 29. Verſe; 
fo as after ſhee had heard the ſalutation ot the An» 
gel, as is written, (hefaid thus : And when ſhee ſaw 
| him... ſhe was troubled at his ſaying, and thought what 
Lorna Salutation ths ſhould be : $0 that wee lee, _ 
where taith in God is not tuily ſerled (as in a con». 
tinuali groath ie muſt be in vs during life) by mas» 
ay turbu!ent diſtrations, vnbeiiete wil breake our, | 
and cauſe many times a yeelding to doe that which | 
may be very ill tor vs, and a leauing off to doe. | 
what otherwiſe may be and is warrantable for vs q: 
' to doe, th: ding whereot may turne to our great | 
good ; the not doing, to vur greater hurt. Indeed. | 4 
this increafe of Oyle, as out of it fejite without tur», ; | 
ther meanes, by the power of God in the miniſtry 
. of Elizha,was miraculous, and may ſeeme 1ncredi- | "_ 
' ble, wherein 1t 1 ſhou'd take occaſion to ſpcake of 
| miracles, how they were then, and afterwards vn- 
| der the dayes of the Goſpel, and ro what end they | . | 
| rended, and vnto what time they were 'imited : If 4: 
'a'ſo [ihould ſpeake of the abuſe of rhe Church of y 
| Rome, in that poynt of miraculous working (a | # 
| meere 


[ 
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a 
”. 


| workes of the Law, or by the hearing of Faith prea- 


meere il]ulion to deceiue the people by,) I ſhould 
[nor cake my ſelfe vp in any good time; yet thus 
tarre to ſay , becaule they enely are che miracle- 
| mongers, we (ecke not to take the credit of work- 
ing miracles out of their hands. It counterfaited | 
{tgnes, and lying wonders, by the working of Sa- 
|chan,with all power to deceiue by, (which they ar- 
rogate to themſelues) aad that.among chem that 
peril, ſpoken off by the Apoſtle Paul,as purpole- 
ly to fer forth in ſome of his colours their Anti-| 
; chrift, be miracles, I yeeld it to them: For wee of 
the Goſpels profeſſion , doe not require any tug- 
|oling, or apilh trickes, to bleare our peoples eyes 
; withall ; we hold them cloſe to the holy and one- 
[ly Word of truth , for the working of faith in 
them, an4 char by the preaching of the ſame, as 


the Apoſtle Paul (aith: Receined you the Spirit, by the 
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chea? 

A time there was , when before the whole truth 
of Gods Word, in the holy Scriptures, was come | 
in, and digeſted into thoſerwo Teſttments,the Old 
and the New, as they now are, -and ſo haue beene 
miraculouſly preſerued, through the dangers of 
; many ages, and reſerued to the Churches perpe- 
'tuall vſe, as alſo, propounded to the view of the 
whole World, tothe end that the preachings of the 

Prophets, as alſo, the Dofrine of our Sauiour 
| Chrilt himſelfe, and ofthis Apoſtles, might be the 
\more beleeued aud reſted vpon, as the very truth 
'of God himlelfe, they had power to worke mira- 
| | cles, 


\ 
a 
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mircales,as this Prophet three times in this Chapter 
did, belides this in hand, thereby to teſtifie to the 
' people, that he was the true Prophet of God. Con+ 
© cerning the which point, the Prophet Eliah vpon 
| the triall of the true worſhip of God, and the idola- 
| trous workhip of Baal, betweene him and thoſe 
| foure hundred and fitrie falſe Prophets,doth ratifie 
| and confirme both himlelfe, and his religion , and 
| his Do&trine, to be of God, and from Heaven , by 


ro commaund the fire to deſcend from heauen to 
conſume the lacritice , according as wee find it in 


wards : | 

36 Let it be knowne this day that thou art the God 
of 1ſracl, and that 1 am thy ſernant, and that 1 haue 
done all theſe things at thy commandememt. 3 7. Heare 
mee, O Lord, heare mee, and let this people know that 
then art the Lord God, and that thou haſt turned their 
heart againe at the laſt. By which it may ap- 
peare alſo, that miracles were not to be doneat the 
pleaſure of man, bur at the will and pleaſure of 
God : Of which miracles, wee reade there are two 
kindes ; one pure, and the other mixt,as one wri- 
reth vety learnedly of them: The pure, are they 
Which without mcanes or creatures, God wor- 


1 


the miniſtry of any of his ſeruants, doth worke 
ſtrangely, in and by creatures , as in ſtretching out 
beyond naturetheir vigor or ſtrength , in cauſing 
them extraordinarily to increaſe, to the ſeruing of 


| K his 


S 


hauing power from that God of heauen andearth, | 


keth alone : he calleth them mixc, where God by | 


that his moſt diuine and holy prayer in theſe —_— 
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y his wi | ar an infant, tor the good of any of A 


peopie. The like did our Sautuur Chriſt himſc ie, 
in that kinde of pure and timp!e miracles, when | 
by his Word alone hee commaunded the Devils, 
and diſeaſ.s ; the one, & the other,to come out of 
them, and to leaue the pollefled and difealed. The | 
like did Peter to the Creeple, that was fo from his ' 
mothers wombe, when he ſaid to him : n the name 
of Ieſus Chriſt of Nazares, riſe wp, and walke. 

But in ſpcaking vpon the counſaile ot the Pro- 
phet giuen to the Widdow, in thele words : Goz, 
borrow thee veſſels abroad ; and if it ſhall be further 


| 
| 


commaund, as in the name of God, and to aflure 
the Widdow of thele vnlikelihoods ; firſt, to bor- | 
row of her Neighbours, &c. and then , ; how thar 
one fu'l veſſel} of Oyle.thould hold out to on, 


| thoſe other emptie Veſlels that were borrowed. 
(The anſwere is made by the Prophet himſelfe, in 


| 
the 43. Verſe of this Chapter, where the Pro- | 
| phets Seruant, queſtioning with his Maſter about | 
| the twentie Loaues to be diltributed to an hun- | 
 dred men,as if they were vnlikely to ſuffice ſo ma- | 


; ny : The Prophet replies againe vpon him with a | 


| ſecond commaundg : Give vnto the people, that they | 
may exte *: For (faith Elyha) thus ſaith the Loyd, T, bey | 
{hall eate, and there ſhall remaine : So that (thus ſaith 

the Lord) is the Prophets warrant : and that = 
yond Gods Word he went not, the ſequel] of the | 


| ſucce(le doth maniteſtly declare, he not being able ' 
any Way to performe fo {trange a worke, to the / 


fort | 
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comfort of this Widdow,in her ſonnes,and the (a-! 
tistying of the Creditor,had not God himſelte gra-| 
ced him, with his owne power, and as it were tous 
\ > LS : EI 
ped downeto worke. together with him, Mightte| 
then is this word of God, where God himſelte in-!_ 
torceth it by his Spirit, yea, mightily it preuaileth | 
both in that executing his tudgements 1n iuttice 
vpon the wicked contemaers of his ſeruaats, as in 


tatnes ot the fitcies, & thereatrer 1t fell vpon them: 
As alſo, in that of Peter , where _ananmas and Sa-| Atts 5.1.2.3, 
phirab, were ſtroken dead vpon the word immedi- | 
ately ipoken by the Apoſtle, for their ſacrilegious 
lyingand hypocrifie : As alſo; in the ftrange and' 
wondertull meanes, whereby he extraordinarily 
worketh by his ſeruants tor the Churches good, as 
where Peter , by the power of the Word ( God 
working with him} to rhe comtort of the Church, | A& 9.40. 
raiſed vp Dorcas from death to lite. WE: 
Yea, but ] heare ſome ſay me thinkes, Tufh,the | 
| Miniſtry of men vnder the Goſpel , is weake'e-| 
; nough, there is none of them all can doe any ſuch | 
{ſtrange worke, we need nor feare; their big thun- | 
der-bolts are but crackes : But the reaſon of their | 
fo blaſphemous ſpeeches, in their carelelle regard | 
to feare God , is becauſe God meeteth not with; 
them in their pseſent finning, as he did with Zimre 
| and Cozbi, even in the committing of tormication | 
[together (by the hands of Phinchas hee flew them | 
; both) in their Tents , as is written inthe Bogke! 
of Number,25.g. They preſumpruoully thinke, 
| KK 2 


419 


that where E444h caiied for fire vpon the rwo caps | x King, 1.9.10, | 
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[and ſay in their hearts, there is no God, no Deuill, 
| no Heauen, no Hell, they be but tales that our | 
| Preachers doe tell vs : But of theſe like perſons, | 
the Apoſtle Peter propheiteth, and theſe are the | 
| dayes of the tulfiliing ot bis prophelie. This tirft 
 vnderttand , that there ſhall come tn the laſt dayes,' 
mockers , who will walke after therr luſts, and ſay, 
' Where s the promiſe of hus comming ? 5c. Thus the 
Deuill 1s very buite to witn.draw mens mindces,yca 
let eucry one oblerue it; the more the miniſterie 
of che Gpſpel increaleth, the more he ragcth , by 
; cauſing men to ſeckeatrer that that is nor - neceſ]a- 
ry, 4 and to leaue vnſoughr after that which maketh 
' molt torche ſaluatin of ſoule and body eternally : 
' For Sathan hath his inſtruments in euery place, 
| who labour to obſcure in what they may, and to 
. make inglorious the eternali Word of our immor- 
ral, inuiſtble, and onely wiſc God, in the holy mi- 
| Niſtery of the Goſpell, which prelages, and that tru- 
ly, that he feares that his time 15 nor long, but that 
| hei iz neere, and-very ncere, to his vtter and finall 
 cafting out, Ler them theretore know , and that 
ſpeedily, and ler them aſſure themſelves, that the 
| Word of God is no lefſe effeRtual] now, neither is | 
' his arme any whit more thortencd in the power- 
full Goſpel of bis Sonne Chriſt leſus, although ir 
 appeare foto be to the wicked world ; Onely "this 
15 the diif-rence, the iudgements of God, (for [ 
 ſpeake now to them onely that mike a mocke of 
| God ) doe nat to them appeare fo great and hea- 
| uy, becauſe he comes noc ſo immediately and pre- 
{cncly 


| 


————_— 
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ently vpon their (cueral wickedneſſes committing? 
| To EXecute thole his tudgements; y:a, he leemces to 
'them to haue torgotten to bee uſt ; bur ler them 
' know, that not one ior, or tictle of Gods word (hall 
| tall co che ground; tor wharſoeucr wants in the exe- 
| cution of theſe his puniſhments tor the preſent, 
| ſhall be doubriefſe doubled , and redoubled, accor- 
ding tothe deiay and putting off the ſame : ſo that 
when he doth or {hall it: ike indeede, his hand (hall 
| fall ſo heavily, hauing beene [ng in lifting of it vp, 
and when he begihnes ro litt it vp,he wil: lift his rod 


{0 high, go the terching of a greater ſtroke, that he 


————_ 


| 'will make the proudelt RufHin of them all like to 


'a Potters veſlcl!, which h: wili ſo breake to ſhivers, 
that there ſhall not be tound any one {heard to car- 
rie fire in. Thow ſhalt cruſh them ((aith Dauid the Pro- pry, o. 

'phet) with a Sceprer of yron, and breake them in pieces 

like a Potters weſſell. | 

| ( Bur what matcers it to anſwer the proph1ne min- 

- \ded, vtrerly. anſwerlefle ? Let fo many then as are 

| contented to ſtoope downe to the holy Word of 

' God, in the Miniftery of men, andto learne there» 
| by ſob*rly to be wiſe, know of a ſurety, that hows; 
' foeucr God did limir the times and fealons paſt, | 

| wherein choſe perſons whom he had a'ſo more ſpe- 
| cially giuen power vnto, as the Prophets and Apo- | 
( {tles, to worke ſtrangely in and about the things of | # 
| this iife, for the contrmation of that Doctrine | 
| | which they brought vnto the World, wherevt men 
| b.ing more earthly minded, did aiſo take a greater 
| view, then chereby to be leddeto the appreiienſion} 

| .K'3 = 
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of the cruth in Chriſt Teſus, for euerlaſting life , ye* 
is not the power of God in his Word any whit aba- 

| ted the more now, but rather.aduanced to a further 
| and a more eminent working in,and about, the tur- 
| ning of mens hearts from gazing or looking vpon 
: ' the things of this life, vnto the longing, lutting,and 
: | chirfting after the righteouſrieſſe of God in Chrt 
| 7eſ#s, to their everlaſting comfort in the Kingdome 
of Heauen. And yet giue meeleaue, his care 15 no 
b | lefſe for vs now, (it wefeare him)rhen it was in for- 
i! | mer times, and according to his care ouer vs, ſo his 
. ; power and will, yea;, in prouiding for vs in our 
-| wants; indeede we are blinde and (ce it not,becauſe | 
wee doe not continually reterre our ſelues in the 
things we haue, or in the things whereby hee hath 
relieued vs beyond expeCtation in our diftreſles;we 
doe nor, I ſay, referre our ſelues to Gods proui- 
| |dence,for the beholding of ic as we ought: for truly 
| |howſoeuer he doe not encreaſe our Pitcher of Oyle 
ſo miraculouſly as we ſee here he did to the poore 
indebted Widdow, and in'that manner, yet when 
he worketh mens hearts towards thee, for thy re- 
liefe, yea, tro make thine aduerſaries thy friends,is it | 

| q not worth the obſernation? He is the ſame God to 
vs that he was in 19bs dayes, who ſpeaking of the 
ob 27.16. Wicked, faith; Though he ſhould heape wp filuer as the 
duſt and prepare rayment as the clay; he may prepare it, 

| but the iuſt ſhall put it on, and the mnocent ſhall dinide 

Prou.t3.22- | the ſiluer :and againe, where Salomon ſaith; The riches 
| | of the ſinner is laid wp for theiuſt : and this be bark, 
| done, and doth daily performe , onely our 4 | 

44 | liefe, 
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| liefe, our vnthankfulnefſe , our deadnefle of faith”; 
 keepes vs from ſeeing it, to our ſhames. | 
| Burtoend this point ordinarily,the worke of th 
| Miniſtery of the: Goſpell, is a greater worke then 
healing , or curing the bodily diſeaſes of men, by 

ſpeaking the word , whither from Peter, or from 
' Paul, Or by whomloeuer, although it be indecd mi» 
| raculous; yea, as much as the ſonule is beyond the | 
| body in excellency, by ſo much is the holy worke 
| of the Goſpel] of Chriſt, conuerſant wholly in the | 
| reſtoring of the dead ſoules of men from death to | 
| lite, more excellent ; for loe, now the dead ſoules of ' 
| men and women,that haue long ſlept in finne, and: 
| haue beene dead, as doubtleſle all are vntill by the | 
| power of the Word of God, they have life put into 
them, euen the life of the Spirit, whereof Paul ſpea- | 
keth, when he ſaich : Thus 1 line, yet not I now, Ut | Gal.z, 20, 
| Chriſt luucth in me; and in that 1 now liue m the fleſh, 1 
| lue by the faith in the Sonne of God, who hath loued me, 
| and giuen himſelfe for me. Ot this lite ſpeakes our Sa- 
| uiour himſelte : Yerily verily,1 ſay unto youthe honxe | lon 5. 2.5, 
| ſhall come, and now us , when the dead ſhall heare the 
woyce of the Sonne of God, and they that heare it, ſhall 
line. 

The Ve to be made of theſe laſt and former do- | 

Arines, is this, that whenſoever the word of Faith | 
| hath entred the poſſeſſion of 7eſz« Chriſt into our | | 
ſoules, whenſoeuer you thinke of him,medirate vp- 
| on him, ſeeke him in your prayers,follow atcerhim | 
in the publike preachings of that his moſt glorious | 


| & comfortable Goſpel,be ſure fo to think ot him js | 
| "BE 
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of your Sauiour and deliuerer , not from bodi l 
fickneſfcs, or other perills or dangers of this life, 
but as he is indeed, by God his father, appointed 
to ſave thee, and deliver thee from hell, death,and 
eternall condemnation, a3 2 Sautour of thee from 
| thy finnes, and a deliuerer ot thee from thoſe miſe- 
ries waereinto thou haſt ouer-plunged thy lelte in 
ſouile and body by thy finne: as Paw! che Apoltle 
|teacherh theein theſe words, concerning Chrilt le- 
{us, and the working by the Goſpel 11 all choſe 
| that belecue, 11/40 (ſaith he) hath absliſhed death,and 
hath brought life, and immortality nts light , through 
the Geſpell. And as againe he ſaith, eſus Chriſt came 


| imio the World to ſaue ſinners , of whon., 1 am chiefe. 
\ | Let the thought of his very name be comfortable 
to thee, from the remembrance of his being firſt} 


named by the Angel at his encrance into the 


Finally, thinke and meditate vpon him , as vpory 
an heauenly, notanearthly King; hee is come for 
thy good euecry way, but eſpecially to deliver thze, 
ſo-as that after the fulneſle of thy deliverance,thou 
mighteſt neuer be in danger after ; his deliuerance 
being ſpirituall, nor corporall,heavenly not earth- 
ly, as he is further deſcribed, where it is ſaid : Fir/t 
Unto you (meaning the lewes) hath God raiſed vp his 
Sonne Teſus, and him_ be hath ſent to bleſJe your tur- 
ning euery one of you from your iniquities. 


Seeke then to him, as to one ia whom you are | 


begotten againe;andin him caſt as in a new mould, 
tO 


World, as is written : 4nd thou ſhalt call his name | 
- | Jeſs, for hee ſhall ſaue hs people from. their [innes. 
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to become new creatures , (as the Apoſtle Peter : Per. 1. 3.4. 
| ſaith :) Bleſſed be God , the father of our Lord leſus | 
. Chriſt, which, according 10 his abundant mercie , hath 
| begotten Vs azarne unto 4 lively hope , by the reſurre- 
| &100 of 1eſus Chriſt from the aead , to an inheritance | 
' immortail, ondefiled, and that fadeth not away , (56. 
| For tothis end is his comming into the world:firlt, 
 totake the burthen of thy linne, lying heauie vpon 
| thee, vpon himleite : ſecondly ,rto diſcharge rhee 
from the guilt of linae : thirdly , ro take away the 
power and (trength of (in, that ater once thou art 
\atrue membcr of that his body the Church, where- | 
at he is Head , ſinne may no longer have that do-! ram. 6. x2. 
minion over thee, as before. | 
Now it tolloweth in the Text. 5. $0 jbee depar- 
ted from him, and (hut the doore pon her two ſounes, 
and they brought te ber, and ſhe powred owt. 6. And 
when the weſſels were full , ſhee ſaid ono her ſoune, 
bring yet a Veſſel ; and he ſaid unto ber , There are no 
| more Veſſels : And the Oyle ceaſed. | 
Now we are come to the third point , which is, |. 
(the iflue of rhe meanes,conliſting vpon the words 
or command of the Prophet, in the obedience of 
the \Widdow.) This iſſue of che meanes beeing 
two-fold, the increaſe of the Oye, and the paying 
of the debr ; trom chart the obedience of the Wid- 
dow in theſe words : So ſhe departed from him , and 
ſont the doore , ye. As the words lyein the Text, 
they all are liuel1y deſcribed , the morker, and her 
two lonnes, to ſettle rhemſciues to their buſinele ] 
her ſons they bring,the mother ſhe powres 0i.t,ng 
) L han 
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hand at all idle amongft them. Whence |] ga-| 
ther for initra&ion, from the Womans example, 
this; that (hee in finding out the readinefſc ot her 
Neighbours to helpe her with thoſe emptie Veſ- 
ſels which the borrowed of them, is heartened on 
cheerefully tro proceed in her labours, and that | 
withour delay aſſuring her ſelfe that God, who had 
begun ſo fauourably with ber, would nor giue 0- 


14 


till wee have attained the end of our firſt well-ad- 


uer vnril! he had performed what he had ſer her a- 
bout, not doubting bur that the Prophets Coun-/ 
ſaile was as the Lords owne commaundement,and | 
'the commaund of the Lord, as the deed done. 

We then, from her, being thus aduiſcd by the 
Prophet, and ſo reſolutely and readily pucting his | 
Counſaile in execution , wee are taughrin ail our 
honeſt and neceſlary affaires to doe the like, and af» 
ter mature , holy, and deliberate Counſaile taken, 
not to delay to performe what wee haue well adui- 
ſed vpon , for delayes often proue dangerous. S«- 
lomon in thoſe words, (Eſtabliſh thoughts by coun- | 
faile) doth teach indeed this, to be well aduiſed vp- 
on mens thoughts firft, betore they be ſet on foot, 
but after once counſaile is aduiſedly taken,then to 
ſertle, ſtabliſh, and to execute, not giving ouer vn». 


uifed purpoſes. Well (ſaid he) whoſoever he was, 
Thar as an vnconſtanr, changeable, and wauering 
minded man, is vnfit for ſoctetie , becauſe there is 
neither aſſurance of his words, nor of his purpoſes : 
fo he makes himſelfe ridiculous to the world,in en- 


| terpriling thar, to his over-great loſſe , which hee 


never | 


| 
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geuer brings to any good end:whereas the end of a 
thing is ſaid to be better then the beginning. Vp- 
on the which poynt, our Sauiour doth ſeuerely tax 
all choſe that vndertake the profeſhon of the Gol- 
pel, and giue ouer in the mid-way :and this hee 
doth vnder two fimilitudes , the one of a Builder, 
the other of a King, (reade the places.) | 
The Vle that we muſt make of this DoArine, a- 
riſing from the Widdowes reſolution , is to exa- 
mine our ſelues, concerning the ill ſucceſſes wee 
haue had in our former bulineſſe,and whence they 
have ariſen (dealing ſoundly with our ſelues,) and! 
then if we finde that either they haue come from a 
raſh, heady , and vndiſcreet proceeding, without 


counſlaile-raking , or elſe from an vnſtable, waue- 
ring, and a cowardly minde, that yet durſt not rc- 
ſolue vpon good counſaile had ; let vs then pro- 
ceede with our ſelues, according to the finding our 
of ourerrours, to repaire to him who is ablo to re- 
pairein vs all our decayes, andwill at his pleaſure; 
(if once we can aſſure our ſelues, and make good to 
our ſoules that we are his chiidren, to whom all 
the promiſes of God in-Chriſt Iefus do appertaine) 
let vs then without delay, goeto him, and askea 
greater meaſure of wildome for the going on in 
our bulineſſe,then before time wehad. The Apo- 
ſtle Iamzes reacheth ſo ro doe : If any of you lacke 


wiſdome, let him aske of God , which giueth 19 all men 

liberally , and reproacheth no man, and it ſhall be given 

him.. So did Salomon, hee asked «4 Wiſe and an on- 

derftanding beart, and had it graumted him , with 
RB. 
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riches, and honour, beyond all that were before 
| bim. Let vs allo craue a (table and a ſetled heart for 


execution, afcer that by good aduice we have attaj- | 


' ned vnto reſolution: ler vs doe this with Duuid, [ce- 
| ing allo all that we doe 1s euill, and cannor bur be 
| ſo wherethe hearris euill, that is, let vs goe to God, 
and {ay with him ; Create in me 4 cleane heart , and 
renew 4 right ſpirit within me : and againe, ſtabliſh me 
, with a free ſpirit. 

Thcre 15 turthicr fromthe abegience of rhis Wid- 
' dow, in ſerling her fe te and her fonnes (© readily 
and vpon the inſtant io labour, a good letffon ro be 
Jearned by ali Fathers and Myrhers, to bring vp 
| their Children as in all good knowledge, and nur- 
ture; ſo from the very Cradle to acquaint them 
| with, and accuſtome them vato all good and honeſt 
labour and trauel!l : and this ro.doe,' for the anoy- 
' ding of idlenefle, becauſe in doing nothing (as one 
faith) we learne for the moſt part to doe euill, and 
to be idie 13 very dangerous, eſpecially to youth. 
| Therefore Salomon in his Prowerbs giueth a good 
' precept to all Fathers and Tutors ouer children 8 
| young folkes: Teach a Child inthe trade of his way, 
| and whenhe 1 old, he ſball not depart from it. Its a hit 
' leſſon to be renewed in this age, and vpon our peo- 
| ple,becauſe many walke as if they were priviledged 
| to live out of any calling ar all, and ſo to line as no 
| way helpfull, bur hurcful! both to the Church and 
; Common-wealth;they thinke they may docit in al! 
\ licentious idlenefle, inordinately, without the check 
of the Magiſtrate. Againſt this idlenefſe,oppole this 
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Law of God fer to Adam after his fall : I (e| | | 
[| ſweate of thy face thou ſhalt eate thy breag, till thou re- Gen,z.tg. 
pete to earth; Not that Adam was before idle, or | 
' wrought not at a!l, bur that the jabourhe tooke af- |- 
| tcr that he had broken Gods Commandement, was | 
{not withour weariſome tedioulnefſe, whereot be- | 
fore he was free. To live idle, and in no good, ſet, 
' certaine, and lawfull caliing; the Apoltle Paul cal- 
_ {leth it an inordinare, or diſordered kinde of living : | | 
We heare that there are among you [ome (ſaith he)who |. Th-C —— 
 walke inor dinately, and worke not at all, but are buſie- | 
| bodies. This great linneof the Land, as itis ſeuere-| 
| ly to be mer withall, by the continuall reachingand | 
{h1rpe reprehenſion of the Miniſters, ſo in no wile | | ' 
to be permitted in the Houſes of our Church-Go- | 
vernovrs, who by occaſion of their large and ſpa- 
cious manſions, and their many bulineſſcs, by rea-| 
ſon of their wide circvires, are to retaine and inter! 
taine many followers, and therefore to take heede, 
may I be bold ro ſpeake, (Bon cum vena) that not 
| one be towards them, whom they may nor, or doe 
' |not applie to ſome ordinary bulineſles ig their pla. 
Ces; not foſtering this (inne of idlenefle within their 
| walles: and howſocuer the common delire of thoſe 
| who will be towards them in ſervice is, that they 
may live at eaſe, or idlely; conſidering that the ho- 
[ly Apoſtle Paul, enforming Timothy concerning a 
Biſhop, that he muſt be warchfull hinſelfe in his place, 'r = ION 
' 4s alſo one that leueth goodntſſe, hauing faithfull chil- | | 
dren, which are not ſlandered of riot, neither are diſe- (Tix, 6.7.8, 
bedient : much more.is he, yea, with a more ſtraight | - 
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[to the Countrey, of any danger preſent, or neare 


A ſouer aigne Oyle, YH 


eye, to ſee that none about him , as a ſeruant, be 
| without his place of employment, and thatto good 


- | purpoſe, It was one of the finnes that Exechiel re- 


| porteth to haue beene the great linne of Sodowe, 


| fore-running the deſtruQtioa thereof; and this hee! 


| doth, thereby to take vp roundly the people of 1/- 
racl and 1udab, affirming thatthe finnes of Sodeme 
were not greater then their (innes: Bebo/d4(ſaith he) 
thi was the iniquity of thy Sifter Sodomezpridefulne(ſe 
of bread, and abundance of idleneſſe, was in her, and in 
er daughters : neither did ſpee ftrengthen the bands 
4 the poore and needy, fc. But when this linne 
' thall grow vp (notwithſtanding the teaching of the 
Minitters, and the care of Church-Gouernours, in- 
aſmuch as in them lyeth ; ) The civill Magiſtrate 
is then to ſtep in, even from him that is in the high- 
eſt and moſ honourable place of all,vato him who 
is the moſt inferiour in reſpe& of gouernment, ac- 
cording to'the Lawes prouided in that caſe, tor the 
remedying of this (inne, as allo for the prouiding 


iatermiſhon'of thoſe Statutes be had ; and not to 
ſpare to punilh the idle and vnproficable perſon 
within his or their libertie or liberties; and beyond 
all, firſt, ro prouide that themſelues be watchful, 
/ diligent, and carefull in their owne places of ga- 
wernment, as alſo oucr thoſe who are within their 


{roofes, becauſe themſelues are exemplary preli- 


dents, and as high Beacons ſer vpon the toppes of 
| the higheſt places of aduantage, to giue warning by 


| 


1 þ 


reliefe for the poote, to ſee that execution without] . 


It. 


fo reſtore Debtors. 


It is lamentable to ſee and heare the inordinate and 
more then Sudomitith behaviour of thoſe perſons 
and feruants in Noble and great mens Houſes, who 
for want of employment, being idle, yea, very 
babes new out of the (hel}, doe exceede in ail man- 
ner of impiety and abomination;ſuch as I am aſha- 


med once to name : Letir ſufhce in a word, onely 
' this as a watch-word (gite me leaue to ſerdowne to | 
the view of all great ones;) Conſider I beſeech you, 
conlider how your Houſes are receptacles of the 
ſonnes and daughters of many Families in. your | 
Countries, who dclire to live vnder your ſervice, 


| great ſuite thar their Children may be your atten- 
dants and feruants, perhbapsthey looke no further 
then that they may in time get ſomewhat vnder 
you to live vpon; bur to liue honeſtly, ſoberly, and 
religitouſly,perhaps they never looke after; yet how 
careleſſe ſoeuer they have beene, in you muſt (and 
God requireth it at your hands ) O ye noble per- 
ſons, whoſe greateſt honour it is,and ought to be ta 
feare God, with your whole Familiess you muſt ſee 
(1 ſay) that all wichin your walles, without excep- | 
tion,cuen all your ſons, your daughters,your meas | 
 ſeruants your maid-ſernants, every one of them 
ſo to beſtow themſelues vnder your gouernements, 
as that according to their p!aces aboue and vnder | 
each other, they may be fitted to the Church or 
Common-wealthes vſes,as God ſhall ſee ir good for ; 
| them, to the ſerviceof the Age ſucceeding; Ifothers | 
| wiſe there beany that will not fall to ſome bulineſle 
or 


| 


! and that many Fathers and Mothers doe make. 


- — — — —_— 


0008 A 


-——— WJ ——— 


—_— INT” 


«J 


——_— ——_———. 0. 


| cales, they (bake off idlencile, and give not ouer| | 


A ſoueraigne Oyle, 
| or other, bur line of the [weate of other mens la- 
bours, then doe as the profirable and molt laboris 
ous Bees in their Common- wealth doe ler euery 
| one as heis in place,take thoſe 1dlelu3kes and (loth- | 
full droanes, within his limits, and calt them out as | 
not mecte for the ſociety of men. For thus are the | 
Bees laid ro doe, Jgnaunm fucos proms 2 pr aſepibiu ar» | 
cent; They take the droanes, and toyntiy they | 
hurle them outot their Hiues:Much like as we vie | 
t9 doe with our vagrant rogues , whip them out 
ar a Carts arle to the Townes end, and (0 let them 
oe. | 

| But to this Widdow,in her employment,let me 
returne. Shee lcetng her owne preſent mulery, and 

| the miferics of her two lonnes, whereinta they were 
likely ro fall, on the one fide; a3 allo that God had 
oftered her (o great tiope, firſt, by the Prophets ad- 
uiling of her, and then by che ſucceſle in her neigh- 
| bours i0yning with.her withingiy,cuery one to helpe 
her by che loane of cheir empty caske ot veſſels, 
| renduig ro ail cheir goods z on the other (ide, the la-| 
les no (ime, [hee ſpares no labaur, her fonnes in like 

manner ,as ready.at hand,it being eucry one of their 


— 


_ 


their worke, vatill chey had attained the thing they | 
laboured for. L 

Bur becauſe all Scripture is writren for vs, cuen,] 
for vs to vſeglervs euery one fram thehighett to the, 


lowelt,eſpecially choſe of vs who haue been endan- 
oered by debt, howſocuer befallen vpon vs, becauſe | 
debts muſt be paid; let vs | ſay, vie the example of | 

: this 


a. 


tate. 


to reſtore Debtors. [ 


this Widdow and her two ſonnes aright, let vs doe 
as they did, worke vpon the remainder of thar! 
which we haue, be it but one poore full pitcher of 
Oylezlet vs goe to worke,and make triall what may 
be done;ler not one hand beidle, conſidering there! 
|xemaines ſtill a promiſe vnto vs, as to our fore-fa- 
thers, God wi!l vagoubted!y blefle thee in viing all 


good, holy, and commanded meanes. The wiſe 


dance ; and againe in another place, heencourageth 
thee who haſt made thy ſelte a bond-man co thy. 
Creditor, if thou inſtead of being bound, wouldelt 
be free and a commander in thine owne houſe, and 
have power ouer thine owne goods, and comfort; 
in thy wite and children, heare his counſell,and fob 


rule, by: tbe idle ſhall be wnder tribuze. | 
Make then this vſe of it, every one that beareth 


by the Law.of nature thou art tyed to giue ſuum 
! cnig,, that is, to every one his owne, and to make 
difterence berweene wenn and tnuur , yer thou arr) 


doubly bound in the Law of Chriſtianity, and that 


forme it,) for there is afforded vnto thee by the Go+| 
ſpell ( it cho receive it) the holy Ghoſt, tor the in- 


thou canf not have, which it chou acraine not vn-: 
to, it is thine owne fau'r: Examine thy felte in this 
tpoint,and ſee into thine owne firſt eſtate, how chou| 

haſt lived our of any commendable an@lawtull cal- 
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man Salomon telleth thee ; 1n all labonr there is abun Prou.r4.22, 
low his direftion: The hand of the diligent (all beare| prov.r 1.24. 
the name of a Chriſtian ; for I tell thee howſocuer |. 


ro thy farther condemnation (it thou doe not per: 


abling of thee to doe what by the Law of nature] 


62 
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ling before time : for to be 1 Gentlem an, which Is 
the ching that many bale livers - doe ch; lenge tO | 
themſelves, and no way to haue Leene either pub- 
likely, or priuately ſeruiceable to the Church, the | 
Prince, the Common-wealth,or any one prinare ta- | 
mily for the gouerament thereof. It thy conſcience | 
therefore accule thee in this behalfe , returne be- | 
times, repent thee of thy former wayes, and take | 
a moze Cariſtian courſe, and imitcad of walking | 
'- atter thy delights and inordinate plealures 
any longer, fee into the wants of the Church and | | 
of the Common-wealth,and giue thy heiping hand 
to repaire the ruines or decayes cither of the one,or | 
of the other, which way ſoever God {hall incline | 
thy heart vato.and make thee hr tor 5 knowing this 


| for a ſurety, thar idlenefſle, is a {tep vngo all manner | 


of wickedneſle: yea, the eight Con\mandement, 
Thou ſbalt pot ſteale , will take thee 0,2 as a; 
tranſgrefſor thereof: Be well aduiſed theretore,and | 


| tollow the holy Apoſtle Pauls counſel], who faith to | 
|thee, to me, and to euery onethat liveth, or hath 


wed, or beene a nouriſher of chem who! hauc lacd | 


inordinately: Let him that ſtole, ſteale no more; but las | 


bour the thing that 1s good, that hee may haur to giue to 
him that needeth, And thus much tor that point; | 
Now it followeth : | 
And the Oyl: eaſel, flood at a ſtay, or if off to in- | 
creaſe. | 
Now that the Widdow hath ootren into her 1 
hands the poſſef{ion of meanes enough, out of this | 


| Gods good, (as I may call it) this [6 plentifull en-| 


create, 


—__ 


fo reſtore Debtors. 1 
creaſe for the releaſe of her ſelfe from care, trom | | 
debt, and of her ſonnes frem ſeruitude or bondage, | 
God ſtayes his hand, hee knowes what is enough, 
the Oyle giues oucr and increaſes no more PHoube: bt- | 
lefle God is wile in the performance of the worke of | 
mercy, according to time & meaſure,vpon whom. | 
ſocuer of his Childref ; neither is any other reaſon | 
to be rendered thereof, beſides his good pleaſure; | 
as alloin the execution of his iudgements, when he 
ſceth meete to puniſh them whom he meanerh-to 


punith : wherein tor the meaſure and time of ſtay-] 


ing of chele his iudgements when he plealeth, he is | 
not to be queſtioned with, In the ſecond Booke of | z Sam.14.r5. 


Samuel, itis recorded, that after the Lord had ſlaine | 
| with the peftilence threeſcore and ten thouſand of 
the'people of 1/rael, becauſe Dazid had cauſed his 
whole peoplein the Land to be numbred,as a great | 
pride; and the Angell of the Lord ſtretched our his : 


$3 


hand vpon Jeruſalem to deſtroy it ; it is ſaid,that the | Verſe 16 


Lord repemted of the exill, and (aid to the Angel] that | 
any Guts the people It is fuſficient , hola now thy | 
and 
The firſt thing that is to be obſcrued vpon this | 
| point is, thar all Creatures are at the command of | 
| the Creator, to live or to die at his pleiſure, they | 
; hajze rheir time to ſerue him in for the good of his 
, Children, they haue their ſpring time,their harueſt, 
and their fall of leafe,their time to live and grow vp. 
| In, their time to ceale growing, or any way incre | 
 fing; and this commeth to paſſe wonderfully, al- | 
| though ordinarily man knowerh nor how : Bur as | 
M 2 the 
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| the Apultle (peaketh of t..c Corne that 1s ſowen, 

| 3 Curc15.38, | Each Corne hath his owne bod) after he ts ſowen, exen to © 
| 42, euery ſeede his owne body, at Gods owne pleaſure : So | 


| that-1t 15 not the wit of man, nor bs }abour, with 
all his skill; ir is not thegoodnefle of the ſoyle, it is 
' not the ſealonableneſſe ot the weather, but it is God | 
' bimſeife who bringeth theſe mighty things to paſſe. 
' Tt is he, euen he alone, and none but hee that ma- 

| keth this encreaſe, 

|. Obſerueit alſo 11 another thing: Man feedes vp- 
on bread and other foode, which of themlelues 
; have no life at all, whileſt they feede him; nay,cue- 
;ry thing muſt change, and be changed, betoreit 
-proue, or can be meete nouriihment tor him, it is 
by God thar they turne as the preſeruative Inſtru- 
| Deur, 8, 3. | ments of life: To this purpoſe ſpeaketh Moſes to 
' the Children of 1/rac{, and as from him ovr Saui-| 

Mat. 4. 4, | Our, toſtop Sathans mouth : Aax liveth not by bread | 

| alone', but by curry word that proceedeth out of the 

| mouth of God. How then this Oyle encreaſetb;and ! 

ſtayeth trom encreating , let vs not ſtand as at a 
; gaze to admire, and goe no turtherz but goe on to | 

| make a holy and profitable ve of ir, thereby to be. 
(led to gloritie God, who is, as the Lord of Heauen 
{.and Earth, ſo of the times and ſeaſons, wherein his 
| Creatures are to ſerue him to their ſeuerall ends, or 
\tereſt trom doing any ſeruice ar all. | | | 
| | Whereas thele words (And the Oyle ceaſed ) doe 
ſ-emeto yeeid ſmall matrer, let me be'bold yet in 
the power of the Spirit, cuen. of the Spirit of our 
Lord Ieſus,who hath taken me(vnworthy thongh) 
| into 
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inco his ſervice, , and according: to my poore n mea- | 
{ure and place, hath giuen me to be taithfuil, who 
| alſo vpon this Scripture hath drawne me 2long! 
| thus farre, whereof 1n the many dayes of my diſtra-/ 

' tions, in the cale which preſently 1 doe here han-' 
die, I have made ſome vle, and receiued ſome com. 
fortable hope ot the goodneſle of that God, euen: 
my God(giue me leaue) the God of vs all, themer-þ 

| citull God of this Widdow; yet vpon this very cea-' 
| ſing of the Oyle,arifſeth moſt worthy dodtrine,ten-|. 

ding to the teaching of every Chriſtian man and 

; woman contentednefle of his, her, or their cliates, 
| euen that wherein God hath (ct them. 

The dodctrinethen is this. That as God doth give 

' or take away from thee, as God encreaſeth or aba- 

[teth of thy ſtockeor ſtore, bethou alwayes ready 

|ro ſet vpthy reſt in Gads good pleaſure,and not as: 
'the World doth,in that Heathenith and Idolatrous: 
| goddefſle, blinde and vnſtable Fortune, an vtrer 

enemy to Gods moſt certaine, and vndoubred pro, 
| vidence. It is a leſſon) hit for this time, wherein the 
| bottomleſſe & vnſariable hearts of covetous men. 

[and wo women of all forts, rich and poore,may be met! 

; withail, whoſe natute is ſo repining,that if the Lord)! 

' doe but ſtop the courſe of any earthly increaſe, byy | 
| what meanes ſoeuer, forth-with they tail into ſuch 

| grudgings, and vntoward repinings agaihſt God! 

| himſelte, as it he denyed themonce to be their own|, 

| caruers, and did cauſe them to ſtand to his appoint« 

| ment,he then con]d not but doe them great wrong. 

| Such male-contents all the fort of vs doe, and will 

M 2 proue, 
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| proue, if God, as hedoe with-draw his hand from 
| relieving vs, and from the increaſing of our ſtore, 
| he doe wirh-draw our hearts in like manner from a 
 fetled and quiet contentment of enioying what he 
| ſees good tor vs. 

' Bur co the curing of this malady, this example 
| of the Widdow, and of the Lords hand, in ftaying 
further then her neede was to relicue her,with ſome 
few other Scriptures that follow, may be, if they be 
 vied accordingly, very ſoneraigne and medicinable 


. |remedies. Let vs then with this, vſe alſo that prayer 
% 


Prou,zo.9. 


! 
{ 


'that is ſet downe for our inftrution in the Prozerbs, 


' Give me not pouerty, nor riches, feede me with foode 
 connevient for me, leſt I be full and demie thee, and ſay, 
' Who i the Lord? or beſt 1 be poore, and ſteale, and take 
| the name of my God in vaine. When thoſe empty 
! veſſels, (and borrowed) of the widdowes, were once 
| filled, the Oyle ceaſed, as it God ſaide; 1: i enough, 
' fe it well,and be comtent. The care then which we 
| ought to haue for the things of vhis lite, is, as from 
| the reaching of the Apoſtle Paml, by God himlſelfe 
\Iimited:; Therefore when we have foode and ray- 
| ment, let vs therewith be contented. The holy Pa- 
'triarke Jacob, although conditionally as the wards 
| doe import, did ſolemnely binde himſelfe to God, 
, and as by prayer entreating God toteſtihe himſcite 


to be his God:: In theſe words; 7 God (ſaith he) | 
will be with me, and will keepe me in thu tourney which | 


—— 


1 gor, and will giue me bread to eate, and cloathes to put | 
: 4, ſo thas 1 come againe nto my Fathers Houſe in ſafe- | 
(tie, then ſhall the Lord be my God. As it hee {houtd | 

ſay; 
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ſays I deſire no Kingdomes, nor Lordſhips, I de! 
fire but competency,with Gods fauour. Let vs al”; 
; foto the ſame purpole, behold Pawi1n himſclte, for! 
| vs to follow : For. / haue learned ( laith he) immhat-! Phil.ry, 13. 
 ſoecr [tate 1 am, therewith to be comtent ;, 1 can be aba-\ 
\ ſed, and 1 Capy abound euery where gn all things, I am in-.. 
' ſtructed both to be fall, and tobe hungry, and to abound, 
' and to hawe want. Xl which leſſons, how tarre they 
; are oft trom hauing learned, whoreſolve rhemlelues 
they will be rich, and doe make their reckoning be-, 
| fore hand, that chey will not leaue vntill they haue 
| attained to ſo many thouſands, giuing themſelues! 
1tberty to get or gaine howloeuer? This is the great! 
| (inne, both in Church and Common-wealth, and: 
| ſuch there are doubtlefle roo many. Theſe are they 
| of whom the holy Ghoſt ſpeakes : For they that will, , T;Q. 5,16, 
| be rich, ((aith hz) fall into tentations and ſnares, and 1". 
— | many fooliſh and noy/ome lufts , which drowne mem in 
perdution and deftruction : For the deſire of miney 
| is the roote of ail euill , which white ſome haue lus, 
' fled after , they baue erred from the Faith: And: 
haue not many amongſt vs done ſo? Haue they not; 
turned Turkes, Papiſts, Athiefts,and what nor, for! 
| Lands, [1uing, honour, and credit? ) and then faith 
| the holy Ghoſt, and hane pierced themfelues the-. 
| row withmany ſorrowis. How farrearethele from, 
| | this contentedneſle, or that before ſpoken ot Ja- 
' cobs meate,drinke, and apparell, who by inordimate| 
, Couetouſneſle, and viury of ail ſorts,deceit and op- 
| preſſion, idienefle, and ſuch like, have gone out of; 
the way of Gods Commandcments ? let every Mm. 


_ 


| different | 
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different Reader iudge vprightly, Burt to chee I 
ſpeake, to thee L write, who arr detirous ro returne | 
our of theſe 1i] and peruerſe wayes, who art not 
wilfull and obſtinate, but defireſt ro walke with an | 
vpright heart, tothe well-plealing of God: before, 
thee 1t is that I haue laide downe. the example of | 
this Widdow and her two ſonnes,learne then from | 
her, for the redeeming of thy ſelfe, if thou haſt en-| 
dangered thy cltate by debr any way , to labour 
trom hence torth ſo as thou mayeſt in thy honeſt 
and iuft trauailes both live and fatisfe; and as thou 
doeſt taſte of Gods goodneſle towards thee, fo litr 
[P thine heart and glorifie God, being contented 
with whatſocuer God in his providence ſhall pre- 
pare for thee;and when thou ſeeſt thou arrar altay, 


God not pleatling that rhou (halt abound with 
wealth, bur onely haue from hand to mouth, bread 
for theday; with this(and the Oyle ceaſed) (et vp thy 
reſt wholly in the Lord. Thus muek for that point. 
Now it followeth. WW, & 
7. Then ſhee came, 4nd tolde the man of God, and he 
ſaiae ; /Goe,, and ſell the Ole, and pay thew that thou | 
art indebted ome, and line thow and thy children of the 


reſt, Fa ".B 


in ber comming the ſecond time to the Propher, is, 


[that ſhee doth not ſatisfie her ſelfe in requiring rhe 


Prophet as at the firſt, which way her preſent need 
| Might be ſupplyed; but her turne being ſerued, ſhe 
| goes to him againe,and defires aduice how ſhe may 
; diſpofe of that to her beſt auaile. Whence we are to 
learn © 
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The thing that is tobe obſerued in the Widdow | 
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learne in euery ſeuerall ation to goe to God for his 
; counſel], an4 not to ſuffer any thing to be done by 
vs without the further diretion of his holy Word: 
' Indeede to aske at Gods hands we will be ready, 
and co take alſo all that he giues with a common | 
or courſe acknowledgement of the giver, asking 


— — —— 


on our lufts; which alſo is the cauſe, that often wee 
aske, and goe emply away and receiue not. | 
Bur when we haue gotten of him ought any way, | 


| how then to diſpoſe of it, therein we will make ſtay | 
to goe to him: for euery one thipkes that being | 


intereſled, ot poſleſled of oughr,it is then his owne, 
and lawfull tor him to diſpoſe of ir at his pleaſure. 
| Is it not the common anſwere of euery one; May 
I no: doe, with mine owne whart [ pleaſe? I anſwere| 
thee no : for thou art vnder the ſubicfion of the 
Almighty , who hath thee and all chine vnder his 
command, to diſpoſe of, according as he hath pre- 
ſcribed thee in his holy Word: Otherwiſe thou art 
an vſurper, hqwſoener perhaps thou wilt not ſticke 
to equall thy ſelfe ro Chriſt Teſus, who to ſtop the 
mourhes of the ennious, murmuring, and repining 
!abourers, recorded in Matthewes Goſpell,an{weres 
'them as by right he might; being Lord of Heanen | 
and Earth; 1s it net lawfull for mee to doe what 1 
| will with mine owne ? There isq difference betweene 
| Chriſt Ieſics thy Soucraigne Lord and Maſter and 
| thee, he being out of all command, and thou a!to-: 
gether vnder him : for no otherwiſe canſt thou! 
| challenge a property in the leaſt of Gods bleſſings | 


perhaps of him, what if we obtaine to conſume ir | 


vpon 


lames 4. 3. 


| Mat. $0.15. 


c 


vpon thee, bur as thou art in him: | 
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Burt to the torther prooie of rhe matter in hand; : 
how that in each particuiar ation,both for the ha- 
ving what we want, and the viing it when we have | 
it aright , we ought. not to goe without counſel. 
There is one example in Scripture to confirme vs, 


- \in the Booke of 1udges, and it 1s of one a, | 


whoſe Wite was barren,to whom the Lord ſent his 
Angell, euen to the woman to certilic her, tharthe , 

ſhould conceive and beare a ſonne; whereof when | 

(hce had certified her Husband with cuery circume | 
ſtance, as in the 3. 4. and 5. verſes: AXanoah not lo\ | 
latisfied, as in the 8. verſe, prayed tothe Lord that {| 
he would ſend the Man of God apain to him, which | 
| accordingly the Lord did, and ſent his Angell the 
| fecond time to his Wite, as in the 9. verſe: "which | 

| comming of his, when his Wife bad difcoucred vn- 
| to hira, he then went with her, as in the 11. verſe, 
[andin the 12. verie, Manoah (aide; Well, beit ſc, we 
will expert 4 childe, as thou ſayeſt : But as it Manoah | 
ſhould ſay further ; 1t #5 not enough for one to haue a 


| 


| | childe, but (laith he)# how ſhall we order the childe, and. 


; doe onto him, (5c ? Many delire to haue Husbands, | 
| Wiues, Chiluren, Lands, livin; as, and goods, but | 
to aduiſe our of the Word of Godhow to order or 
behaue themſc)ues in the rightly viing of them to | 
the giory of God and their owne ood, that they | 

care nor forat all; which is a principall cauſe that | 

makes all goe wrong in Countries, Cities ;Townes, | 
and Farnilies. Herein the very Children of God | 
haue beene overtaken by an oucr-great perſwaſlon | 
they 
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hey haue had of the goodneſſe of the matter pur-, 
peled vpon. Dawd being purpoled to build an! » Sam.7.4-5. 
Houſe to God: The Prophet XNathas in like man- | 
ner approuiny his intent, becauſe it ſeemed to be a: 
worthy thing to build God a-Houle, they both 
were deceiued : for as it is inthe 4. and 5. verſesz: 
The ſame night the Word of the Lord came onto Na-! 
than ſaying, 5. Goe, and tell my ſeruant Dauid, Thus: 
ſaith the Lord ; (halt thou build me an Houſe for my' 
dwelling ? As if the Lord {ſhould ſay ; Thos ſhalt not. 
'But ſpeaking of Salomon, he faith ; He ſhall build s' | 
Houſe for my name. 20 that how good loeuer our: 
| matters {ceme to be, God will haue v3 inthemall to | 
| take his Law to be our Counſellors, yea, alwellin| 
the manner, as in the matter; otherwiſe,the failing | 
it the manner of proceeding, and that in a good! 
cauſe , it ſelte may worke-the overthrow of the| | 
cauſe. | 
[Itfolioweth in the anſwere ofthe Prophet : Goe, | 
and {ell the.Oyle, and pay to them thou art indebted n+ ] | | 
20, and ling thou and thy children of the reſt. Wi 
( In theſe vords,the holy man of God unſelledd] WE | 
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her, as frora God, what vie {hee muſt make of the 
ſupplie that God had made vnto her our of her | 
/ ſmall ſtore: The firſt is, Pay thy debts. The ſecond, 
| Line of the reſ#. The firſt vie is, the ſhutting yp of 
the point; char $, the maine argument of his Hi-| 
| ſtory : viz D:brs muſt be paid. Whereot to ſpeake | 
' | more fully,] will ſet downe ſome reaſons to inforce, 
thereunto : the firft is drawne from our {ctues, in | 
' our ownedelires, who wonld not willingly permit | 
bt Es 2 any 
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| 
| Luke 6.13. 


2, Keaſon, 


' . | Exod.,23-4.c. 


| 3- Keaſon. 


 _.ly ;, Thou ſhalt helpe him wp againe : Much more then 
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any man to with-draw trom vs, or to incroch vpon | 
' vs, for any part of thoſe our goods, which God | 
bath giuen vs for our neceſlary vſes, and that a- | 
 gainſt our willes. To this purpoſe our Saujour | 
 ſpeaketh: 4s ye would that men ſhould aoe 10 you, ſo. 
due you to them. | 
A ſecond reaſon is from Gods Commandement : 
in thjngs of lefle account then borrowed goods | 
are ,*as 1n finding things loſt of another-mans, in 
keeping things committed to his cuſtodie, Againe : 
In finding thine enemies Oxe or Aſle going altray, 
thou ſhalt bring him to him againe; or if thou ſeeſt 
thine enemies Aﬀle lying vnder his burthen, wilt | 
thou ceaſe to helpe him vp ? (as if it were a moſt in- | 
humane point) and then he enioynes him ſtraight- | 


it behoueth a man or woman of God, with care and 
oreat conſideration, nay, conſcience alſo of that 
which was lent to him vpon loue, and whcreof he|. 
hath had long vſc perhaps,to make to the vttermolt 
of his power honeſt, uſt, and ſeafonable reſti- 
rution. 
 . Athird reaſon may be drawne from the wrong 
that thou offereſt thy ſelte,or any other that ſtands, 
| or {hall ſo ſtand in neede for the time to come; for | 
thou cauſeſt thy mercifull friend,a pitiful and com- | 
paſhonatelender perbaps to many informer times, | 
now to cloſe vp his heart, and ſtiffely to ſtrengthen 
'it from reſpeing thee, or any other in thine, or 
| their neceſhties : tor donbtleſſe a chiefe cauſe of 10 
Jictie lendfng,is euill and vniuſt payment. 
Fourthly,' 
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| Fourthly, thou haſt opened a dooreof berry (0/4 Keyſon.. 


thine own heart, vnto all fraud, ſubtilty, and de-| 
' ceir, if nor to flac cheevery,at one time or at other, 
' by thy careleſſe regard overthy liuing Neighbours 


no, not to himſelte of doing the leaſt wrong, if it be 
but once 1n his lite; becauſe cuſtomein evil),if it doe 
but ſavour of any preſent good to the fleth,breedes 
| hardneffe ot heart tor the continuance in the ſame : 
' yea, know for a certainty , that theſe kindes of 
wrongs are brought vnder the compaſle of the 

| breach of the eighr Commandement. Thou ſhalt 

| | {08 fledle» Wherein whatſocuer Lands, living, or 
(goods, not thine owne, but another mans; ſubrtilly, 

ſecretly, cunningly, and vniuſtly incroched vpon 

by thee, whereinto thou haſt entred poſſeſſion, as 

from a faiſeclayme or tirle, and doeſt onely enioy 

it by might, againſt right, and that vnder colour of 

ſro onely, gayning time vpon the innocent, not 


being able to match thee by the purſe,or otherwiſe| 

| by ſome over-light in not timely ſeeking his ownez 

know this, that howſoever the Law of man may 

' priuiledge thee to 101d that which thou haſt vniuſt+ 

b ly gotten, yer the Law of God wiil not take from! 
| thee the guiir of chat (inne,vntili rhar faith of thine; | 
| hauing opened thy heart viito true remorſe tor that 
finne of thine, doe wath thee thorowly from the 
' ſame, in the bloud of Iefus Chriſt, tor thy tull for- 


| go0ds,in not repaying that againe which thou hagett | 
borrowed, for no liberty at all muſt any man giue, 


 owen<fe. | 


My, 


= 
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| meere [oue were willing todepart from their goods 
| for a ſeaſon,to pleaſure the borrower with; becauſe, 
ſuch is the iniquity of the time, that there are that 
rake other mens goods into their hands, howloe-| 
uer in faire words,and cojourably, vader cloake of 


: 
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of debts, ariſeth from the {lauery ot or bondage a man 
| brings himſelte into, by either borrowing ouer- 
| greedily,or vnto i! and vnneceſlary purpoſes, what 
bitter reproaches, taunts, checkes, reprootes, (lan- 
| ders, doeſt thou make thy (elte ſubiect vnto, of the 
| greateſt company of lenders, thoſe eſpecially who 
in their lending reſpected no way loue , but their 
 owne gaine, it at rhe very day thou haſt not to re- 
pay them againe? Thele reaſons might induce thee | 
to haue a better regard of thy credit, liberty, calc, 
andcomfort of heart, then formezly thou haſt had; 
whereof, by thy careleſneſle,thou haſt depriued thy 
| ſeite. It is a moſt true ſaying by Salowon : The rich 
man ruleth the poore , and the borrower is « ſeruant to 
the lender ;, T he latter part of the ſentence 1s it that 
 ferueth this purpoſe, wherein the holy-Ghoſt doth 
' not iuſtifie the pride, and tyranny of thoſe vamer- 
' cifll lenders ; but rather ſets it downe as a caveat 
' for Gods Children to take heed how they enter in- 
to the hands of ſuch vamercitull men. I doe the 
rather preſle this point,and vrge it vpon vniuſt and 
baſe minded borrowers, towards them who are 
' conſcionable and neighbourly trieads, who vpon 


=F 


| 


Religion, they carry the matter with faire promi-| 


' fes,ti]l their rurne be lerued; yer, before-hand,they 
reſo/ue to breake time, yea,and that although they | 
{ , neede- 
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| neede not; ſome other,not ever purpoling to pay: 
| but whereunto may ſuch deceittul debtors be com-| 
pared ? they are,liketo a faire Horſe of ſome hope, 


| Whereupon, when the Maſter hath beftowed all his | 


colt by prouandar, and other keeping,to his great | 
charge; even then, when hee thinkes hixy fit, and 
| lookes tor ſeruice at his hands, hee proueva very 
| Jade; and withall, ſuddenly turnes vp his heles:: 
| Euen fois a diſſembling debtor to an honeſt lender; 
| or rather,like to a piece © of ground, whereon a man | 
| ſetting his hope, and thereafter 
bour; firſt his rent, then his lab6tf, his manure and. 
| his ſeede in all good Husbandry with long expe- 
Ration ; euen then, when hce (hould receive the. 
| fruires of his redious royi@þhe looſes all, and ſcarce 
receives his ſecede againe.BIT ake heede then to thy 


| and Crowes to picke on; or, it thou wilt not be as 
the ground, which is reproued , and is neere vnto | 


| curſing, whole endis to be burned; keepe then a 
| good conſcience, that may be thy comfort when | 


| the World ſpeakes ill of thee; know thine owne.| 
| from other mens, teare God, deale iu! ly, giue. td. 


| euc ry man his owne, bauing «ſpecially recciued (as | 


| this Widdow hath, a 'chough not in that mans | 

{ner ) ſome good increaſe trom God:\let not in an! 
wiſe the feare of rhine owne want, make thee cor- 

; rupt in paying to them that thou owelt. God Is 
| rich both tor the one and the other : { Pay ſaith the 


Prophet ) to them thou art indebted ; for debts muſt he . 


| paid. 
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ſelte, if cnou wilt not be accounted of as a ſtinking | 
[1de, of whole carkeiſe comes carrion for the Kites 
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| 


ws . 


CS — DD —_—  ——  — 


——OO— ——————_ 


- 


A ſoueraigne Oyle, | 


| paid. But if thou wilr ſay, thou haſt it not, and in 
{ſo ſaying, fpeakeſt limply; I yer aduiſe thee with 
; him who laid it, and that mult truly: $: 07 effects, ' 
| affettu tamen : If thou canſt not come any thing 
; necre to pay the whole debr, yet come as neere as. 
'chou canit z [hew thy readinelſe out of that little 
chat thou haſt remaining, if nor any thing neere to. 
,atull,yer toward fatisfation: and iowſocuer it will 
, not perhaps pleaſe men, yer in hauing a good cone, 
|{cience, God will be well pleaſed. | 
| One other reaſon may induce vs to reſtitntion, 
and that is, that loue of God wherewith he hath lo- 
ued thee, and cauſed thee by the power of that his 
| loue, to love-him vgaine ; let this love of God inhi- 
|nitely thewing it ſelfe to thee both for ſoule and 
| body , worke in thee a care of iuſt and equall dea- 
| ling with men,accordingas God is iuſt,and requires | 
it of thee, that therein chou reſembling him,miuyecſt| 
' alſo reape the comtortable witnefle of God and | 
| thine owne conſcience, which never goes without | 
| her true any endicfle ioy. | 
| Belides thele reaſons already, let me be bold to; 


\ | ſtirre vp ail forts and deprees of people, borh Ho- | 


| nourable, Worthiptull,and others, by che example | 
of a meane and poore labourcr,todiſcharge this du: | 
ty of equity and vprightneſſe, in making careto 
; pay to euery man his owne , neicher let the mean- | 
; neſle of the perſon cauſe thee leſſe ro eſteeme the | 
rruth, but rather reſpett it highly,vnder whoſe per- | 
| lon foeuer ir be brought to thee, becauſe it is rhe | 
Word of the oneiy true, and cternall God. The 
thing | 
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{rhing 1s this : A poore labourer being taken to fell 
timber for the building of a Houſe for the Chi!= 
dren of the Prophets, as is ſaid, verſe 5. As he was 
telling of a Tree, the yron fell trom the helue into 
| the water : T hen he cryed, and ſaid to Elizha; Alas 
Maiter , it was but borrowed : as if the poore man 
ſhould (ay ; The loſle of the Axe head doth not ſo 
much grieue me, as that I borrowed it,and muſt re- 
{tore it againe. The example of Paul to Philemon, 


their diſtreſſed priſoners,for debt, where no meanes 
is otherwiſe to be had for ſatisfa&tion,may alſo ſerve 
to this purpole of 1uit dealing, without oppreſſion 
any way of any man : Where mention being made 
of Philemon, hauing an vntruſty ſeruant, cailed One- 
. | ſimw,who had runnc away with his Maſters goods, 
being caught vp in the priſon where Paul was, by 
Gods prouidence, being there ſtayed, became (as 
appeares ) Pauls convert, tor whom Paul writeth 
to Philemon, that he would receiue him againe, and 
that very earneſtly z and leit that Philemon ſhould 
orudge fo to doe, vnleſſe there were withal| made 
- [reftirution of thoſe things that Oneſimws had pur- 
loyned away z the holy Apoltle, who made care 
of every thing that he did, and perſon to whom to 
doe it, without offence, in the eighteenth verſe of 
that Epiſtle vndertook for Onrſimw in thele words; 
1f be hath hurt thee, or oweth thee ourht, that put on my 
accounts , 1 Paul hawe written ths with mine owne 


infcrre thus much ; I thow!d Philemon, | conteile, 
O doc 


þ0 
| | 


brought; in before, to teach all lenders mcrcy to| 


hands, I will recomp-nce it: Asit the Apoftlethould | 


197 


2 Kings 6, 


Philemon. 
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| their owae vntill chey can be at leaſure. This Wid- 
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doe thee great wrong, if as I doe intreat for thy ſer- 
uint, I ſhould nor withall cicker draw him to re- 
ttore what he hath deceiued thee of, or elle aſſume 
my (cite ro ſatisfic thee. = =] 
The vſe that may be made of theſe reaſons and | 
proofes of this point, ( that debts muſt be pud) 
trom this Widdow, is hrlt, as of a Looking-plaſſe | 
for all the looſe, carelefle, vncharirable, vnnacurall, | 
(many of them) and vnconſcionable Widdowes in | 
all parts of our Countries to looke themſelues in; 
ſuch Widdowes as in whom there is little feare of 
God appearing , nor any true loue to Husband 
while hee liued, without care or conſcience of the | 
Creditors, who without all equity or honeſty £ 
(inſtead of going to the Prophets, the Miniſters of | 
God, ſuch as are men of God, who dare not but 
; give good counſel] ) ſecke our to themſelues the 
molt ſubtill,canning, and crafty-headed mates, by 

; whom chey may learne how to ſtrip, if poſhbly they 
| may the Creditors of the whole; or elle by delayes, 
when they neede not, (hauing enough, if not ſome 
of chem more then enough ) to put them off from 


— — 


—— — > ———_— 


— 


dow, it they looke well into her, wiil reach them 
another lcflon; that is,as before is faide, to conceale 
the Husbands weakeneſles, to doe all what may re- 
curne him credit, yea,afrer his death,ſo often as oc- | | 
ca{ionis offered to ſpeake of him:this Widdow,wil | 
teach them rogoe to God, and by their Miniſters 
to be enformed to doz what is meete to be done, 


canceraing hauing or leading the things of this 


lite, 


| 


| 


| 


p 


[ 


| 
| 


| 


lendings,ot the which kindes, there are of borrow- 


| {tumbling blockes already, (Oh woe is me) there 
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lite, and how to vie them in al] good conſcience, 
tor the good of thoie with wacm they haue to | 
deale, as ailo tor their owne both credic and come 
tort. And as tor Widdowes(tor {uch there are)ctus | 
is a good looking-glalle, lo it may be vied by all 
manner of perſons whomlſoeuer, to behold them-.! 
ſelues in, thereby to diſcouer vnto them their ma- 

nifold blemithes in the matter of borrowings and 


ers, it I ſhould ſay one hundred tor one, I might 
perhaps be thought to ouer-reach farre, but who 
ſees it not, and that too plainely 2 and herein who 
{ſees not withal], the very lively portraiture of a 
declining and decaying age, enery way both in 
Church and Common-wealth approaching very 


k 


neere, and that vnder theſe happy dayes of proſpe- | 


rity and plenty, both of Preachers and preaching, 
bleſſed be God, wherein yer (might I ſpeake freely 
without offence) what I feare, ( Oh were it but 
one mans feare) I would ſay , not to the laying | 
ot any tumbling blocke before the profeſſion ot 
the Goſpell, and the Profeflors, there be roo many 


be too many rockes of occafion,and ftonesro ſtum- 
ble at,there be too many lies in the way;the reports 
of theſe occaſions are ſounded throughout the 


World, Fame with her light and ſwift wings hath | 
ſoared aloft, and cryes out, and cannot be ſtopped, 
to the heartening of our adverſaries, vnder hope of | 


a day, which hope yet of theirs God deſtroy, as he | 
hath hitherto done, and rather (as Dawid delired, 


—— . ————— — - 
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| when he was put to the choyce which of the three 
| | puniſhments he would rather require)tor God had | 
| | decreed, and punithed the Land and people muſt | 


b--75 | ple, the d:cree was already out,and nut to be called | 
| _ {1n: Heare the words of Dawid, and let vs making | 
| vieot chemall, euen all of vs lay, and that with the | 
' ſpiric of Damds 1 am in a wonderfull ſtraight, ((aith 

: he ) Let vs fall now into the hands of the Lord, for hs 

| | m2 rcies are great , and let ys nat fall into the hands of 
Wes. Buc what is the crie in the Land ? The crie is 

| this, thar Popery, and all manner of prophane wic- 
| | kedneſle, couers it felte vnder the cloake of holi: 
{nefſe; yea, and where ir enters, it preuailes beyond 
 holin<{Þ: aad the cruth ir (eite t this is the cric; but 
' to the purpole in hand. The crie is as the Propher 
| Way 34-2 | Iſay (ets ir downe. Behold there ſhall be like People ike 
| Prieſt ; like|\Seruent, like Mater, ike Maige, like Mt- 
' ftreſſe; like buyer, like ſeller, like lender, like borrower, 
like giuer, hike taker ts vſury, 7+. This is the crie of 
' the Prophet, fore-{pzaking the curſe of God ready 


f 


bz, tor Dawtds (inne, in the numoring of his peo- | 


E--1 toliphr vpon the people for their ſinnes, 


| grefhon ) not airagether trom the purpole, to be 
| vnto you(Ob yerich and wealthy of the Land,who 
| haue huge| Territories, and great poſſeſhons ) an 
; humble (nirer,that yer | may bero you as che poore 
 Tfraclitith Mayden, taken captue inthe Hoaſt, was 
4 ' VALO Naaman the Sirian, Sa Captaine,a great man, 
; honourab'e, mighty, and valiant,yera Leper: Shee 
es was 4s an occallon of the healing of the __ 
Do | ; O 


Ce nr 2zap”, 


” 2 Poet WE, wer omg wo vos oa.” Es ation 


Bur my purpole 1s (ater this parentheticall dis ! 


G 
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of him her Lord and Maſter, by 
'irale of £l;/þ4 the Prophet vnto him. Let me alſo 

a» oy the way of. paſſage, and walke through the 
Wilderncfle of this wretched life, the tull period 
whereot | am aimoRt at; let me be to ſome of yan 
{and yours, Oh thac [ might bur be, as an occaiion 
any way of your good, ewher tor {yule, or body,or 
tor both : For doubtlefle there is a creeping lepro- 
fre,a ſpiricual and a ſoule-jeprolieentring into your 
( houſes, it not entred, ( Principfs obſta:) it is this le- 
profie of opprefhon, of this kinde whereof my 
Freariſe is, that is 3 Debts maſt be paid: Oh that l 
might (it not by my ſeite)which I cannor,my phy- 
ficke being (a/though [ dare aſſure. you it 1s ofthe 
rtoht balme in Gzead ) not fo ht tor your Honours 
perhaps. | 

- Yer Ohthat| might be as this poore wench was 
|vnto Xaarman, an occalion, by report vato you of 


| _— 
the report ſhee 


4 


, 


\ 


| ſorne one or other, ſuch as Eli was, as doubtleſle 


[there be among you men of great worth,o whom ; 


' I would breede no diſparagement; yer becaulethe | 


, malady is dangerous, and no leprolie ſq infectious | 


'asit is, and ag the Wiſe man ſaith z Where many Prou.zt, 14. 


Counſellors are. there i health : And why ([hould I be| 
fo tov!tth as torequire the nomination of him vnto | 
' you, who might worke out the cure thorowly ? | 
| Giue me leave therefore, there is but one, and hee | 


| 


alone, who can make the medicin1ble portions Mt- | 


niftred vnto you by your ski!tu]} Phylticians effe- | 
Atuall, vnto the curing of this diſeaſe, even God | 
_ himſelfe; ro whom Dawid prayed, P/alme 1 i 9.molt, 
| O73 earneltiy Bi 
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Pl.t 19.35. Earneftly : Incline my heart wnto thy T eſtimontes, and 


/ 
Verſe 37. 
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' vanity ? ) aud quicken we ({aith he ) iw thy way, He| 


| ing good by the Phyſicians of your ſoules, nor of| 


| Counſellor of Law; let no Steward, Baylifte,or Ot- 
 ficer,nor ought elſe prenaile with you inthis point, 


a 


1 
j 
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pot to couttonſneſſe; it i be tor the leproite of volup- | 


| tuoulneſle and 1nordinate picalure, tor the curing 
whereot we your Miniiters are appointed to make 
you medicines, and to lay them co your running 
 ſoares : yer the ſame Prophet in the ſame P/alme al- 
| fo craueth of God, that hee will caule it to worke 
| effe&tually,co the caring thereof, where he prayeth. 
| Turne away mine eyes 7 Aon bebolding vanity , (and 

| where is more vanity then in Kings Courts, nay, 


can there be any Kings or Princes Courts without 


'itis that I muft make report of to you, for where 
he workes not, there is no proſperous hope of do- 


your receiuing good from them without him : In- 
treate him therefore carneſtly , that himſelfe will 
| take you his Patients to cure, and doubtleſle you 
ſhall be cured. 

But you muſt not then (Oh ye Sonnes of Men) 
you muft not let your greatneſ{c priuiledge you as 
painſt your Teachers,but you mult heare them, be- 
leeue them, and follow them : giue got careto any 
Syrens charme, let not the counſell of Wife, Friend, 


ro cauſe you at any hand to oppreſle your Tenants 
ouer-heauily , ro borrow of them and not to pay 
againe : Beare them not downe with your great- : 
nefle, norlet any towards you, in your names, de- | 


raine from them what is due debt on your parts to | 
them, 


— 
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them, but pay them, and they ſhall the better be| 
able both co pay you, and ready to ferue you in all 
neceſſary ſeruices they may. Farre be it from vs 
' that you, or any of the Church-Miniftery, (hould 
| give vs caule to crie out fo bitterly againſt you, as | 
the Propact Micah did againſt the Rulers and falſe gc. x. 
| Prophers of. his time. 2. They hate the good, and loue 1.1. 3. 
| the ewill;they pcucke off their sKinnes from them,and their 
i fleſh from their bones. 3. and they eate alſs the fleſh 
of my people, exe, Reade turther at your leaſures,, 
And for the Prophets,he faith, (But can this time of 
| the Goppell breed any ſush conectoms falſe Prophets thinke 
you ? ) Such there were then, and ſuch may be 
where God takes away his grace : Thas ſaith the- 
| Lord, concernins the Prophets that deceine my people, - 
ana bite them with their teeth, and cry peace ;\but if 4 
man put not into their mouthes, they prepare Warre 4- | 
gainſt him. Burt you wealthy ones, who.cannot en- | 
dure bondage on any hand, keepe your ſelues then 
free, and diſcharge whatſoeuer any meane perſon | 
can iuſtly challenge of you: pay your debts to the 
meaneft perſon, yea,the rather,becauſe he is baſe or 
meane,be you the lefle beholding to him. A wotull/ 
Age weliue in, who lookes abroade, ſees it, yea, he. 
ſees more then he thar is {bur vp : Every onecries 
our of wrong, when inthe meane while, who is it, 
if aduantage may be had vpon never fo ſmall a 
' traine, bur will be ready to offer it, and that with= 
out remorſe. And foto haftto an end of this points. 
| Would God there were not iuft cauſe to cry out 
| with the Propiet Jeremy: Enery one from the leaf jer.8, wo. 
10 


Verſe 5. 


| 


k—_ 
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=— \ip the greateſt , is giuen to conctouſneſſe ; and from the | 


——— — 


A ſoueraigne Oyle, 


| 


| Prophct to the Prieſt, exery on? dealeth falſely. | 
| Fhaclaitieflvn (lomewhac {ſpoken ot betore in! 
| this Treatiſe) which ariſcth our of theſe words(and | 
line thou and thy children of the reft) is to be renewed 
againe vpon vs tor our turther 1initrucion. 

Firſt then God will haue the poore comforted, 
with this example, that they in whom it pleaſerh 
him co workea good conlcience, and in it a care of | 
uſt dealing with every man, and meanes thar (o it 
| may be (vigelicert) in this one kinde, that the poore 
, man doe tellife his vprightneſle, by living ot him- | 
{elte by bis labour, and paying where he borrow-| 
eth; he (hall not then, neicher his, be deſtiruted of | 
| what neceſſary prouilion is meete for him, and his 
co live vpon during life : alwayes this provided, | 
that having toode and rayment according to his, 
or their places, without excelle, therewith co learne 
to be content, 

Another leſſon as naturally iſſuing out of this | 
bountitulneſſe of God to this Widdow, in proui- 
ding for her maintenance, belides tor her and hers, 
ouer andabouethat which paid the Creditor : The | 
rich man 1s from Gad himſelfe, is to learne a leſſon | 
of tender pitty and compaſſion, to be extended by | 
them vnto their Debtors, when they (hall come to | 

make reſtitution of what they borrowed being not 
ſoab'e as willingro make ſatisfaction, without their | 
great hurt, thatthe man of wealch doe not fo nar- 
row y deale with him or them,: as vtterly to rip 
| them of all , butrather (if not to forgine ) yet £9 | 
Jeaue 


Ald. 


4 


l 


foreſlore Debtors. 


leaue vntill a further time, what is moſt necef- 
ſary for their preſent vie, vntill by their honeſt 
and [eafonable labour they haue gotten fome» 
what more ro worke out in the end tull content- 
ment.* 4 
Wuhereunto, that Gods Spirit may worke in all 
an honelt heart, for juſt and vpright dealing be- 
tweene man and man;zas allo in therich,a goed care 
of ſh:wing themſelues pititull where God requires 


what charge God hath giuen to them in thar firſt 
Epiſt. of Par to Timotby,in thele words: 19.Charge 
them. that are rich mm thu World, that they be wot high 
minded, and that they truſt not in uncertaine riches, but 
in the living God, which giueth 1s abundantly all things 
50 enioy. 1.8. That they doe good, and beruh in good 


19. Laying wp in ſtore for themſelues a good foundation 
| againſt the time tocome. Heare alfo,O ye, whoſe ſtate 
is very low, who are oppreſſed with pouerty,in the 
dangers of men indebred, and neereto vtrer ouer- 
throw ; heare O ye who are of an honeſt heart,and 
loue iuft and vpright wayes, to walke in them. 


| thou ſhalt be fedde aſſuredly. 4. Delight thy ſelfe inthe 
Lord, and he ſhall grue thee thine hearts defire. 5 .Com- 
mut thy way ono the Lord, and truſt in him, and hee 


| pereth in his way ; nor for the man that bringeth bu en: | 
| P terpriſes| 


ſhall bring it to paſſe. 7. Waite patiently ypon the Lord, | 
| and hope tn him: fret not thy ſelfe for him which prof 


it at their hands; let them be well pleaſed to heare | 


Wworkes, and be ready to diſtribute, and communicate. \ 
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Heare what Dawid teacheth you. 3. Traft in the | Pll37.3. 
Lord (ſaith he) and doe good, dwell iy the Land, and | 
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A-ſoveraigne Oyle, 


and repining at the rich, becauſe they are rich, and 


cauſe thou art poore: for what thou art, thou art 
by his prouidence, and itis a fruite of our originall 
and naturall corruption, to enuie and repine at 0- 
ther mens proſperity. 


And thus I end this Treatiſe, wherein you haue 
heard the proſperous ſuccele of this Widdow in 
her ſuite, and in the vie of all pood meanes by her, 
according as ſhee was preſcribed by the Prophet; 
and of her being madg able to pay where [hee was 


neſſe, haning but one poore Pitcher of Oyle to 
ſerue all her turnes wichall ; Now we muſt leane 
her ioyfull, with many full veſſels plentifuily in- 
creaſed by the Lo « », whereby all her turnes 
| more tully ſerucd, the Hiſtory of her is now 
ended. . | | 
| Now let vs pray vnto our gracious and bounti- 
full Lord, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chr:ft, that 
he will vouchſafe to all perſons, (whether borrow- 
ers, or lenders, giuers,* or takers, buyers, or ſel- 


NE EE IE pay ors 
terpriſes to paſſe: Theſe, and ſuch like,meditate day 
_— 4 3 let them be vnto thee as ſpeciall 
preſcruatiues againſt pride,dildaine,enuy,grudging 


againſt thy murmuring at the Lord himſelte, be- 


lers, rich and poore,) that in all Chriſtian modera- 


[tion they may walke together to the well-plea- | 
{ſing of GOD, in the whole courſe of this 


| like. 


The 


left by her Husband indebted; whom when we be- | 
ganne with, we found very poore,and tull of heaui- | 


—_—_@@__ 
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to reftore Debrors. 


| The God of Peace, that brought againe from the 
dead our Lord leſws, the great Shepheard of the 
Sheepe, through the bloud of the euerlaſting Conrnant, 
' | make you perfet? in all good workes v0 doe his will; 
wor king in you that which i pleaſant in hs 

fie, thrangh leſwa Chriſt: To 
' whom be praiſe for 
euer and cuer, 
Amen. 
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